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Before it was a noun, thanksgiving was a verb.  The difference matters.  Living thankfully is not essentially 
about feeling thankful, or even being thankful.  To live thankfully is to act differently day by day because we 
are compelled by the Spirit to participate in the generous life of God, constantly practicing thanks-giving.  
“Have a good Thanksgiving,” we say to one another beforehand and afterward, we ask, “How was your 
Thanksgiving?” assuming the word to be a noun.  But as a verb, as a spiritual practice, what is thanksgiving 
all about?  Giving thanks is actually central to the practice of Christianity.  It is a golden thread, woven through 
and uniting all we do as Christians.   At Thanksgiving, we celebrate the gift of the harvest.  We do so actively. 
To harvest is itself an act of faith, of confidence in God’s continuing providence. When it has been a good 
year, it is evident that God is providing for us in abundance.  In harvesting, we give thanks by stepping for-
ward to collect what God has provided and using it to provide for our needs and those of others.  There is an 
ancient, Biblical tradition in harvesting, of farmers not reaping all the way to the edges of a field so as to leave 
some for the poor and for strangers. Part of the joy of the harvest is found in encouraging the gleaning of that 
part of the crop by others. So, the practice of giving thanks at harvest time is connected with participating in 
the generosity of God, who provides the harvest.  The harvest is only possible when we join with God in the 
dance of abundance. We are thus acting as stewards of God’s bounty – taking charge, taking responsibility 
for that which we do not own, for another’s property (God’s property, strictly speaking). In so doing, we find 
ourselves giving thanks by sharing generously of the gifts we ourselves have received. That is the Christian 
practice of stewardship.  It is a common practice at Thanksgiving for congregations and other community 
groups to gather food for food shelves, or assist at soup kitchens, perhaps offering Thanksgiving dinner to 
those who are hungry or alone at this special time.  It’s an admirable tradition.  For some, unfortunately, this is 
motivated by a sense of guilt, that we have so much and are feasting so excessively – maybe if we remember 
those who have less than us, it will salve our consciences to some extent.  But as a Christian spiritual prac-
tice, we understand this work of feeding others to be a natural consequence of participating in the dance of 
abundance with God.  Compassion and acts of charity flow naturally as a way of giving thanks to God; for in 
that action, we receive so very much.  The blessing flows both ways in that exchange.  Practicing compassion 
and seeking to give ourselves away is a form of prayer.  It is an activity that lies at the heart of all spiritual tra-
ditions, and therefore naturally catches the imagination of our neighbors in every community.  Thanksgiving, 
then, is not primarily about “feeling” thankful.  In many homes, before the turkey is carved, people take turns 
sharing what they “feel thankful for” that year.  This is a nice custom.  But as practicing Christians, we are 
called to move beyond “feeling” thankful; we are called to give thanks by taking very specific spiritual actions: 
We practice hospitality.  We practice generosity.  We practice stewardship.  We practice compassion.  Giving 
thanks is a verb, a spiritual practice that runs like a golden thread through all we do and all we are as Chris-
tians.  Perhaps it helps to set one day aside in the year when we have the attention of everyone around the 
nation, to rehearse the importance of being thankful.  But we are even more effective as witnesses when we 
use Thanksgiving to act thankfully, with God, the God of abundance, who in this harvest festival, as in every 
day, rejoices to invite us to join in returning the gifts we have received, to God’s honor and glory and purpose. 
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SESSION SUMMARY 
October 13, 2010 

 

Present:   John Everett, Phyllis Hodson-Hutsell, Cheryl McIlrath, Jan Sandos, Dick Hackerd, Charlie Beard, 
Jim Perkins, Joe Hufford, and Bill Ruch. 
Pastor’s Report:   Received list of John’s activities for the month.  John was on vacation September 22-30 to 
greet his new grandson. 
Clerk’s Report:   Tonight’s agenda was approved.  Minutes from stated meeting September 8 were approved 
with minor corrections to section entitled “Old Business.”  Actual date for Church Women United meeting will 
be November 5.  
Treasurer’s Report:   Received report dated September 30.  Balance sheet was approved as presented. 
Mission and Evangelism:   Session approved collecting Shoeboxes.  Shipping will be covered by sale of 
pumpkin rolls. 
Worship:   Received report.  Communion was served on October 3.  Session approved transitioning role of 
choir director from Jan Sandos to Darryl Baldwin.  Darryl will begin around Advent.  As has been our custom 
in recent years, choir director will be paid $25 weekly. 
Administration and Finance:   Stewardship campaign is underway.  All committees need to submit 2011 
budgets next Session meeting. 
Personnel:   Received report.  Committee will meet Nov. 3 at 7:00. 
Nominating Committee:   Committee will nominate the following three members to serve on Session begin-
ning in January 2011:  Joan Crow, Kent McIlrath, and Steve Miller.  Toni Bluemke will be the at-large member 
for personnel committee.  Nominating Committee for 2011:  Phyllis Hodson-Hutsell, Charlie Beard, Dick 
Hackerd, Kathryn Hollingsworth, Taylor Houser, and 2 members to be named later. 
Presbytery:   John and Joe attended Presbytery on September 18. 
Congregational Meeting:   A Congregational meeting for the purpose of electing officers will be Nov. 21 im-
mediately following worship. 
Next Stated Meeting:   November 10, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. 

The Youth Group is off to a running start!  We have planned the following for this year: 
 

November 07   All Youth Make Your Own Taco at 5:00 
November 12   All Church Dinner at 6:30, talent show at 8:00.  Committee – Lauralei, Josh, Jessica 
November 21   All Church Movie at 4:00 
December 12 & 19 Babysitting for the Community.  Committee – Katie, Justin, Taylor 
December 10   All Church Caroling! 
January 15   Ice Skating Committee – Bethany, Lauralei 
February 06   Souper Bowl 
February (tbd)   Lock-in 
March 08    Pancake Dinner/ Wii Bowling 
April (tbd)    Creation Museum/ Great Wolf Lodge 
May (tbd)    Humane Society 
 

As you can see, we have lots of fun things planned, along with some mission and service projects.  At our 
next movie afternoon, we will see a DVD about our adopted little sister, Ingrid. 
 

We want everyone to feel welcomed and included.  If you haven’t made it to a youth meeting yet, it’s not too 
late!  Your friends are welcome, too, of course.  The big outing of this year will be our trip to the Creation Mu-
seum and Great Wolf Lodge in April.  We want lots of people to be able to attend, so be sure to start coming 
to meetings and outings, and helping with missions and service projects. 

Friday, November 12th, the youth will be hosting dinner and a show at the church.  Dinner starts at 6:30 and 
the show starts at 8.  The dinner is a free will offering and will go to support youth activities and our little sister 
Ingrid.  The show will be comprised of various music, acting, and other performances.  The talent show is 
open to anyone, and we would love to see you all there.  Please let Lauralei Hutsell, Jessica Kyc, or Josh 
Hufford know by Sunday, November 7th and let us know what you plan on doing. Get your information to us 
quickly; we have a limited number of slots available!  Thanks! 



ROSSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Sermon Titles and Topics, November 2010 

 

November 7  
Lectionary for the Lord’s Day:  Haggai 1:15b-2:9; Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17; Luke 20:27-38 
Text: Haggai 1:15b-2:9 
Title: The Burdens of the Past 
Main Idea: The memory of the past can be a heavy burden that sabotages the present and robs us of the fu-
ture that God has in mind for us. 
 

November 14  
Lectionary for the Lord’s Day: Isaiah 65:17-25; Isaiah 12; 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13; Luke 21:5-19 
Text: Luke 21:5-19 
Title: The Forecast 
Main Idea: Jesus does not come to bring destruction and doom.  He brings peace and hope and life. 
 

November 21  
Lectionary for the Lord’s Day: Jeremiah 23:1-6; Luke 1:68-79; Colossians 1:11-20; Luke 23:33-43 
Text: Luke 23:33-43 
Title: This Is a King? 
Main Idea: He’s an odd and a different sort of king, this Jesus.  And yet he’s the one true king and Lord of us 
all. 
 

November 28  
Lectionary for the Lord’s Day: Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44 
Text: Matthew 24:36-44 
Title: When We Don’t Know 
Main Idea: Our reading from Matthew's gospel seems to be challenging us to get our lives together, because 
we don't know which day will be our last on this earth. 

 

NOVEMBER 2010 VOLUNTEERS 
 

      November 7    November 14   November 21   November 28 
Liturgist     J Perkins    J Perkins    P Hodson-Hutsell   P Hodson-Hutsell 
Praise Leaders   D Baldwin / W Hufford  L Sandos / T Houser  K Miller / M Oglesby  D Baldwin / C McIlrath 
Ushers      C Perkins / G Jackson  C Perkins / G Jackson  L Beard / W Hufford  L Beard / W Hufford 
Greeters     S / S Miller    S / S Miller    M Eller / P Miller   M Eller / P Miller 
Acolytes     Communion    E Brettnacher / O Kyc  K / P Hutsell    K / P Hutsell 
Nursery      J Miller / C Crow   C / J Kyc    T / E Brettnacher   L Mills / K Mills 
P A System     K Miller     D Houser    C Beard     C Beard 
Screen Preparer    P Hodson-Hutsell   Josh Hufford    Justin Hufford   M Hufford 
Screen Presenter  P Hodson-Hutsell   Josh Hufford    Justin Hufford   M Hufford 
Geographical Prayer   J Hufford    T Bluemke    J Everett     J Jones 
Prayer Partner   T Bluemke    K Everett    J Jones     C Coffin 
Cookies      T Bluemke    C Coffin     P Hodson-Hutsell   J Hufford 
 

Instructions are available. If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a replacement and call the church office at 765-379-2801. Thanks! 

 

NOVEMBER 2010 WORSHIP TEAM 
Jessica Engen and Michele Houser 

 

NOVEMBER 7, 2010 COMMUNION SERVERS 
  Eugene Glenn  Mary Sue Whitlock 
  Joyce Jones  Kathryn Hollingsworth 
  Jan Sandos 

HANGING OF THE GREENS AND POINSETTIAS  
 

Hanging of the Greens will be celebrated at Rossville Presbyterian on Sunday, November 28.  This 
is always an enjoyable worship service filled with songs and readings on the various decorations 
and the greenery. 
We will again be decorating the church with poinsettias.  There will be bulletin inserts throughout 
November to make it easier for you to order.  The cost this year is $7.00 per poinsettia. 



Christ is at work in and through gifted, trained lay people who 
provide quality care to those who need it.  That’s the Stephen 
Ministry vision.  There will be a half-day Stephen Ministry 
Workshop presented by the Stephen Ministries organization at 

Orchard Park Presbyterian Church in Indianapolis, IN.  This will be an opportunity to receive 
hands-on caring ministry training and to learn more about Stephen Ministry and how our 
congregation can become involved.  The workshop will be Saturday, November 13, 2010, from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  The cost of the workshop is $15 per person or $50 per congregation for a 
group of four or more.  If you would like to attend or want more information, please contact 
John Everett at the church or at home at 379-3653.  

RAINBOW CONNECTION 
 

Scrip Card Orders will be due November 1. Forms are 
on the bulletin board. 
Cards for various businesses and restaurants can be 
bought to use yourself or give as gifts. A percentage 
of the card purchase goes to Rainbow Connection. It’s 
a win—win situation! 
If you have questions, call Theresa at 765-379-2509. 

A limited supply of 500 Pumpkin Rolls will soon be 
ready for all your holiday festivities. Plain and Pecan 
pumpkin rolls for $10 each will be available Sunday, 
November 14th. Be sure and order early as the Holy 
Pumpkin Rollers step once again into the kitchen 
and begin the baking process.  Proceeds are used 
to support the Mission / Evangelism projects as RPC 
continues to become the hands and feet of Jesus, 
the voice of His Love and the light of Christ. 

Help with a Heart 

Operation Christmas Child is once again seeking 
love filled shoeboxes to bring hope and joy to a spe-
cial child.  Please fill a shoebox and bring it to the 
church by Sunday, November 14.  The $7 shipping 
fee will be paid with funds from the Pumpkin Roll 
sales.  Become involved in this Help with a Heart 
mission project as you share the true meaning of 
Christmas, Jesus Christ.    

 

Judy Virostek is in charge of the 
December 5th Fellowship Luncheon . 

She is wanting four people to help with the meat. 
If interested, please contact her 

at 765-379-2035 
or see her after church. 

Everyone else, please bring a salad or dessert. 
 

Thank you! 

 

Qualifications of a Pastor - 
 

A good Pastor must have: 
The strength of an ox, 
The tenacity of a bulldog, 
The daring of a lion, 
The wisdom of an owl, 
The harmlessness of a dove, 
The gentleness of a sheep, 
The industry of a beaver, 
The versatility of a chameleon, 
The hide of a rhinoceros, 
The perspective of a giraffe, 
The disposition of an angel, 
The endurance of a camel, 
The bounce of a kangaroo, 
The stomach of a horse, 
The loyalty of an apostle, 
The faithfulness of a prophet, 
The tenderness of a shepherd, 
The fervency of an evangelist, 
The devotion of a mother, 
And then he would only be starting to acquire 
a few of the qualities necessary to be a 
GOOD Pastor.                                   Selected 
 

Submitted by Eleanor Hodgen 



MILNER LAP QUILTS 
 

On Saturday, September 25th we were able to bless each resident of Milner Nursing Home with a lap quilt. 
The lap quilts were created this summer, over 6 days of sewing and fellowship. 
 

The quilts were received with Joy and Surprise—Joy that they were receiving a gift, and surprise that this gift 
was just for them. As we handed out the quilts, we printed the person’s name on the quilt tag. That was so 
important to many of the residents. Since their name was on the quilt, they knew that they would receive it 
back after it was washed. 
 

It was very rewarding to move down the hallways of the nursing home and share God’s Love with the resi-
dents. This small gift brought so many smiles that day. So many times we witnessed the residents rubbing 
their hands over the “fringed” edges of the quilts. One resident was so proud of hers, you could here her say 
“Look what I got!” as someone new passed her way. 
 

Thanks to all who participated in any way. Your gifts of time, talent, fabric, and prayers have been a true 
blessing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Taylor & Michele Houser              Madison Houser, Kennedy Houser, Jennifer Chaney,                      Joan Crow 
                                                      Taylor Houser, Julia Malson 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Madison Houser                                                                                                                                    A proud recipient                                                     Jennifer Chaney 
 
There are more quilt project pictures on the church website. 

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED GATHERING AT RPC 
 

On Friday, November 5, RPC will be hosting the November gathering of Clinton 
County Church Women United.  Church Women United is an international, inter-
denominational group of women who meet three times a year for fellowship.  At 
the gatherings there is always a program, and most times the program is about 
Christian women from third-world countries. 
 

The gathering will begin at noon with a performance by Rossville Resmiranda, 
an elementary school choir.  Following that will be a luncheon of soups, salads, 
and sandwiches.  The program will be presented by Marcia Eller, highlighting 
their mission trips to Kenya.   
 

We hope that all women of this church will join us that day in welcoming women 
from the county to our church and in enjoying the program on Kenya by Marcia. 
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Rainbow Connection Childcare children were treated to a morning of Halloween activities on Thurs-
day, October 28. Polly Merrick, Shirley Horn, Dinah Hackerd, Pat Gar rett, Cheryl Coffin, Ron & 
Linda McMains, John & Kay Everett led groups of children as Bert Ruch captured it all on cam-
era.  Pictures can be seen on our church website-www.rossvillepresby.org. Click on photos or click 
on childcare/photos for more about Rainbow Connection Childcare. 

Pat, Linda, Shirley, Cheryl, and Kay helped the tod-
dlers make spiders from Oreo cookies and pretzels. 

Ron shows how to reel in a “fish” (snack treat) 
from behind a sheet. 

John  sits on the other side of the 
sheet to load the hook with treat. 

Polly  read a Halloween 
story to each group. 

Jackson Miller- son of 
Tom & Kristen, grand-
son of Ted & Cheryl 

Roberson 

Dinah manned the pumpkin patch where 
each child chose a pumpkin to take home.  
 
 

The kids enjoyed comparing 
their treasures while others  

completed their activities. 



Mark 2:34—“And he healed many who were sick with various diseases.” 
 

THE DIABETES EPIDEMIC IN AMERICA 
 

 “Every 25 seconds, someone in America is diagnosed with diabetes.”   An estimated 18 million Americans have 
diabetes, with 1.3 million new cases diagnosed every year.  Roughly 90-95% of them have type 2 diabetes, which 
develops as the body gradually loses its ability to properly handle blood sugar.  Type 2 diabetes is also referred to as 
Adult Onset Diabetes and often is treated with oral medication rather than with the use of insulin.  Diabetes is a leading 
cause of heart disease, blindness, kidney failure, and amputation, killing more than 200,000 Americans every year.  
Researchers now estimate that if Americans continue to gain weight and sit still as they currently do, one in three born in 
2000 will eventually develop diabetes. 
 The new pre-diabetes protocol tries to spot the early signs that body cells are having difficulty using glucose for 
energy.  Under previous guidelines, a person was considered to have an impaired fasting glucose test (IFG) if their sugar 
level after an all-night fast was 110 milligrams (mg) or more per deciliter (dl) of blood.  Now, IFG is diagnosed for sugar 
levels between 100 and 125 mg/dl.  People whose IFG falls between 100 and 110 have a 10% higher chance of develop
-ing diabetes than those whose blood sugar is healthier.  Those whose IFG is between 110 and 125 are at 40% greater 
risk.  IFG’s of 126 or above are considered diabetes.  About 16 million people in the United States have pre-diabetes. 
 There are ways to prevent pre-diabetes from progressing.  A person diagnosed with pre-diabetes must work closely 
with his or her doctor to make lifestyle changes to rein in wayward glucose.  Some steps you can take include: 
 ©Change your diet to limit dietary fat to 30% of total calories 
 ©Exercise 30 minutes on most days of the week 
 ©Lose weight—at least 7% of your initial weight—if you’re overweight or obese 
 There are also recent advances in types 1 and 2 diabetes, and in pre-diabetic conditions that precede disease onset. 
 ©Researchers are now able to identify those at highest risk of type 1 diabetes years be-fore the appearance of 
symptoms.  Type 1 diabetes is an autoimmune disease in which the pancreas makes little or no insulin, resulting in 
abnormally high blood sugar levels.  It affects 5-10% of the population and is also known as juvenile diabetes and insulin
-dependent diabetes. 
 ©Survival rates for people with type 1 diabetes are improving.  Improvements in insulin formulations and delivery, 
together with better methods for monitoring glucose control have helped patients deal with the challenge of controlling 
blood glucose. 
 ©A major clinical trial, the Diabetes Prevention Program, has clearly shown that type 2 diabetes can be prevented 
through modest changes in diet and exercise.   
 Another type of diabetes that you may be familiar with is gestational diabetes.  This develops in women during 
pregnancy because of improper regulation of blood sugar.  It usually goes away after delivery, but can raise a woman’s 
risk of developing type 2 diabetes later. 

Please Pray For …  
 

Serving in the Armed Forces 
Runnar Crane       Travis Perkins 
Ens Darray Hunt (K Hollingsworth’s great-granddaughter) 
Stewart McVay (W / M Wolf’s great-grandson) 
 

Nursing Home 
Mark Crane        Bill Savory 
Missi Metzger       Wilma Parnell 
 

Cancer Issues 
Missi Metzger       Linda Hodgen 
Larry Lawson       Jody Bassett 
Rich Roth        Fred Adams 
Kay Rollins        Fred Rodkey 
Blake Kamstra (G / P Kamstra’s great-grandson) 
Braylie Kellogg (J / S Kellogg’s granddaughter) 
Donnalee Watson (Cindy Perkin’s mother) 
 

Special Prayers 
Kyle Elston        Betsy Remaly 
Joyce Jones       Terry McGill, Sr 
Paula Wagner (Wilma Parnell’s daughter) 

PARISH NURSE CORNER 
by Jan Sandos, RN, Parish Nurse 

Please call one of the following: 
Bill Ruch   765-379-3164 
John Everett  765-379-3653 
Polly Merrick  765-379-2801 
Jan Sandos  765-379-2287 

with prayer concerns. 
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ROSSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 

Sunday School:  9:00A  Fellowship:  9:45A  Worship:  10:15A 
 
 Pastor:  Rev John Everett 
 Clerk of Session:  Phyllis Hodson-Hutsell 
 Office Administrator:  Polly Merrick 
 Christian Education:  Cheryl McIlrath 
 Fellowship:  Ron and Linda McMains 
 Finance & Stewardship:  Joe Hufford 
 Member Care:  Bill Ruch 
 Mission & Evangelism:  Jim Perkins 
 Property & Maintenance:  Charlie Beard & Dick Hackerd 
 Worship:  Jan Sandos 
 Tech Team:  Mike Hufford 
 Parish Nurse:  Jan Sandos 
 Event Coordinator:  Ken Miller 
 Custodian:  Tracy Fife 
 

 Rev John Everett 
 311 N Gaddis St 
 Rossville IN 46065 
 765-379-3653 
 revev@rossvillepresby.org 

Rossville Presbyterian Church 
5434 W State Rd 26, Rossville IN 46065 
765-379-2801 
www.rossvillepresby.org 
rpc@rossvillepresby.org 
 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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