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Pentecost isn’t a feast that began when the tongues of fire appeared and the sound of strong driving wind 
filled the room where Jesus’ disciples were gathered.  Rather, Pentecost was first a feast of the Jewish peo-
ple.  It celebrated fifty days after the Passover, and was called the Feast of Unleavened bread, or the Feast of 
Weeks.  At first it was an agricultural feast, a celebration of the wheat harvest.  This all-too-quick review of the 
origins of Pentecost is not meant to be a history lesson.  But as we reflect on its origins, we can see how 
"loaded" with meaning and imagery this feast is for Christians.  The original feast was connected to Passover 
and so for us, Pentecost is linked to Jesus’ suffering, death, and exaltation at God’s right hand.  It is a harvest 
feast, too, because the disciples, gathered to receive the Spirit, were the "harvest" of Jesus’ labors and we 
too are the fruits of his work.  The harvest time has begun and the church will gather the wheat that Jesus 
planted with his life’s blood.  Pentecost truly is a feast of a new harvest.  While the bible is an account of 
God’s activities on our behalf, it also tells a lot about the importance of waiting on the part of God’s faithful 
people.  Faithful biblical people are used to waiting.  For long generations, Israel waited and longed for the 
coming of the Messiah.  The gospels show the fruits of that waiting in the arrival of Jesus and his Spirit-filled 
mission on our behalf.  After the resurrection the disciples waited and hoped for the promised Spirit to come 
to fill the open space left in their spirits by Jesus’ ascension.  While the disciples were waiting, God again 
acted and sent the fiery Spirit to comfort and strengthen them.  No one is suggesting we put aside all our la-
bors and concerns and sit around, do nothing and "wait on the Lord."  We have already received the gift of 
the Spirit and have been sent on mission to proclaim the Risen Christ through our words and actions.  But 
there still is a longing within us.  Can you feel it?  Call it "waiting."  We are one community with our Jewish 
ancestors and Jesus’ first followers.  We are waiting.  Pentecost was a reminder to the disciples that God had 
not forgotten them.  Jesus was no longer with them but, as he promised, they would not be left orphans.  Our 
active God sent them the Spirit and on this day we celebrate the Spirit’s coming and the birth of the church.  
Those gathered in the upper room became a community and began to breathe by means of a new breath — 
the breath of the Spirit — and to speak in a new way that would unite scattered people under the "tongues as 
of fire."  Was it such a big deal on Pentecost that people were speaking in strange tongues?  Wasn’t it more 
that so many God seekers ("devout Jews from every nation") heard the welcoming message of the gospel in 
utterances they understood from the disciples?  Wasn’t that the real attraction?  Pentecost assures us that 
God wants to be one with us in helping communicate God’s blessing upon all of creation.  As permanent and 
grinding as the present age seems: poverty, depletion of the earth’s resources, violence, war, the displace-
ment of millions — nevertheless, today we celebrate God’s continual presence with us as we preach and 
heal, reach out to the needy and help forge a Spirit-inspired unity among all people.  Do you think Luke is 
suggesting by this spectacular Pentecost event that the Spirit came, manifested itself, and left?  Hardly, since 
throughout the rest of Acts the early church, formed by the Spirit, shows a keen awareness of being Spirit led.  
Which means we modern Christians have to draw the conclusion that the Spirit is constantly with us now.  We 
are a Pentecost people and today is Pentecost.  So is tomorrow and each day after that! What can we do to 
show our faith in the Spirit’s abiding presence in our church?  We can work at breaking down any obstacles 
newcomers encounter when they try to join us.  We can make sure "many tongues" are celebrated at our 
gatherings, in ritual, song and hospitality.  Preachers could speak more about the Spirit’s presence with us 
now, just as it was in Jesus’ ministry.  We can start by reaching out to those on the edges of our society.  Un-
der the Pentecost Spirit, the believers were no longer a disjointed and dispirited group.  They were empow-
ered by the Spirit to live as Jesus did, for his power was now theirs.  Is that possible for us too?  Yes, be-
cause today and tomorrow and all the days afterward, we celebrate Pentecost.  
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SESSION MINUTES, APRIL 14, 2010 STATED MEETING 
 

Present:   John Everett, Phyllis Hodson-Hutsell, Charlie Beard, Jan Sandos, Joe Hufford, Cheryl McIlrath, Dick Hackerd, 
and Bill Ruch. 
Excused:  Jim Perkins 
Also Present:   Katie Hutsell 
Pastor’s Report:   Received a list of John’s activities for month.   
Clerk’s Report:   Minutes from stated meeting March 10 were approved as presented. 
Treasurer’s Report:  Received March 31, 2010 Balance Sheet.  Approved report 
Christian Education:   Received report.  Discussed VBS.  The Living Stone is in charge this year. 
Worship:   Received report.  Communion served April 1 and 4. 
Property & Maintenance:   Property & Maintenance will meet tomorrow. 
Member Care:   Received report.  Learned we will be putting together small Welcome gifts for new attendees 
Administration and Finance:   Administration and Finance would like Property and Maintenance to put together a long-
term (20 years or so) maintenance list of big ticket items (such as carpeting, roof, furnaces, etc) so Finance Committee 
can set money aside in Capital Improvements fund. 
Stewardship:   Joe attended Stewardship seminar. Per his request, Session authorized reformation of Stewardship com-
mittee. 
RCC:  RCC is serving fellowship luncheon May 2.  Session approved collection of free will offering.  Church needs to 
find 2 new members for RCC board. 
Event Coordinator:   Boy Scouts would like to use Fellowship Hall, kitchen, and gravel lot to celebrate 100 Years of 
Scouting.  Set up Friday night and tear down Saturday evening of Summer’s End.  Session approved. 
Presbytery:   meeting April 27 at Calvary Presbyterian in Logansport.  John and Joe will attend.  Jan will be alternate. 
Old Business:   Church sign – Property & Maintenance will discuss at their next meeting - discussion deferred to next 
Session meeting 
Called Meeting:   Session will meet with Ray Fancher to hear results of recent survey. 
Special Meeting:   Session will have special meeting to discuss church bylaws and other policies in June or July. 
Next Stated Meeting:   May 12, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.  Joe Hufford will do devotions. 

 

MAY YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
 

May 02 Miniature Golf for everyone, church-wide fun 
May 09 Happy Mother’s Day - do something nice for your mother 
May 16 Make your own pizza night 
May 23 Work on Baby Disaster Kits 
May 30 Be safe - Happy Memorial Day 

YOUTH NEWS 
 

During the month of May, the Youth will continue to collect 
items to make Baby Disaster Kits for Haiti.  A big thank you 
to everyone who contributed money toward this project on 
April 18th, 2010. 
 

S. O. S.  Help is needed in June for a person or a team of 
people to coordinate with the Youth and Tim Eller, who will 
be the liaison, for providing assistance to school children in 
Kenya.  This will be a youth mission project and possibly a 
Sunday school project, too. 

 

RAINBOW CONNECTION TO FIX LUNCHEON 
 

On May 2, the Rainbow Childcare will be hosting the fellowship luncheon. 
We hope everyone will attend to show your support for the staff. 

The childcare board will be assisting. A free-will offering will be accepted. 



ROSSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Sermon Titles and Topics, May 2010 

 

May 2 
Lectionary for the Lord’s Day : Acts 11:1-18; Psalm 148; Revelation 21:1-6; John 13:31-35 
Text: John 13:31-35 
Title: The Sign that We Are Christians 
Main Idea: Christ calls us to love one another as he has loved us so that the world might experience Christ’s 
love through us. 
 

May 9 
Lectionary for the Lord’s Day Acts 16:9-15; Psalm 67; Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5; John 14:23-29 
Text: Acts 16:9-15 
Title: Sometimes You Have to Ask for Directions 
Main Idea: The One who made us is present every day of our lives ready, willing, and able to guide us if we’ll 
just ask for directions. 
 

May 16 
Lectionary for the Lord’s Day Acts 16:16-34; Psalm 97; Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21; John 17:20-26 
Text: Acts 16:16-34 
Title: Jail House Joy 
Main Idea: Paul shocked the public with his actions and ushered in a change in the culture of his day.  This 
change was the discovery of joy in a jail house. 
 

May 23 
Lectionary for the Lord’s Day Acts 2:1-21; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; Romans 8:14-17; John 14:8-17 
Text: John 14:8-17 
Title: Veni, Spiritus Sanctus, Veni 
Main Idea: There is no prayer more powerful than this.  It opens us to the Holy Spirit.  For when the Holy 
Spirit appears, new life, renewal, and power breaks loose. 
 

May 30 
Lectionary for the Lord’s Day: Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31; Psalm 8; Romans 5:1-5; John 16:12-15 
Text: Psalm 8 
Title: Lessons in the Sane 
Main Idea: On this Trinity Sunday, let us forget trying to understand the doctrine of the three-in-one.  Instead, 
let us celebrate the mystery. 

 

MAY 2010 VOLUNTEERS 
 

     May 2       May 9     May 16    May 23 May 30 
Liturgist     Louis Sandos   Bill Ruch     Doreen Savoldi  Doreen Savoldi Bob Jones 
Ushers     L Beard / G Jackson L Beard / B Ruch   J/V Kelley    J/V Kelley   S Ahlers./W Hufford 
Greeters     M/D Oglesby   M/D Oglesby    P Garrett / P Miller  P Garrett P Miller J Jones / K Everett 
Acolytes     Communion   E Brettnacher / O Kyc  E Brettnacher / O Kyc K / P Hutsell  K / P Hutsell 
Nursery     L Mills / K Mills   T Brettnacher / A Murphy  C / J Kyc    M Eller / L Hutsell T Hall / M Hufford 
P A System    Charlie Beard   Charlie Beard    Steve Savoldi   Steve Savoldi  P & K Hutsell 
Screen Preparer   Mike Hufford   Josh Hufford    Justin Hufford   Mike Hufford  Doug Houser 
Screen Presenter   Mike Hufford   Josh Hufford    Justin Hufford   Mike Hufford  Doug Houser 
Geographical Prayer  Cheryl Coffin   Louis Sandos    Jan Sandos   Rich Roth   K T Roth 
Fellowship Cookies  Pat Garrett   Phyllis Hodson-Hutsell  Cheryl McIlrath   Stacy Miller  Jan Sandos 
 

Instructions are available. If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a replacement and call the church office at 765-379-2801. Thanks! 

 

MAY 2010 WORSHIP TEAM 
Ginny Murphy and Deb Hodson 

 

MAY 2, 2010 COMMUNION SERVERS 
 

Eugene Glenn  Jack Coffin  Cheryl Coffin 
Joyce Jones  Dick Hackerd 
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Eighteen members of the Better Ideas Sunday School Class went to  Eastside 9 Theater where they saw  
The Secrets of Jonathan Sperry starring Gavin MacLeod (Love Boat’s Capt. Stubing and Murray on Mary 
Tyler Moore Show). The movie is the story of a widower who has a profound Christian influence on the lives 
of three 12 year old boys in the 1970’s. The group concluded that it would be a good movie choice for youth 
groups. Following the movie, everyone enjoyed dinner at Grindstone Charley’s. This group has never been 
known to miss an opportunity for a meal out! Thanks to class president Maury Oglesby for organizing the out-
ing. 

Note: This profile as well as profiles on most of our members can be found in an album of Member Moments 
in the church library. Feel free to read about our church families. 



Matt and Brooke McClain have been serving in Costa Rica for 
about three years. They have served in San Jose with Mark and 
Meg Kuzdas for two years, working in the church plants there in 
discipleship.  They now serve in the Gauanacaste province of 
Costa Rica training pastors and church leaders in discipleship. 
Their passion is not only to see the lost come to know Jesus as 
their Lord and Savior, but for their very lives to be changed forever 
by the Holy Spirit living inside them as new creations in Christ.  
Matt and Brooke pray for these new believers to be rooted and 
built up in Christ, that their faith be strengthened as they are taught 
about Christ's life, His teachings and God's purpose for their lives. 
They love to see believers overflowing with thankfulness to God for 
how He has worked in their lives (Colossians 2:7).  
 
Matt and Brooke will be joining us on Sunday, May 9th.  Please 
open your hearts to God’s love as they seek new financial partner-
ships and share what God is doing in Costa Rica! 

McClain Family  
in Costa Rica 

Matt, Audrey, Brooke, Isabelle, Ethan 

E-MAILING THE CHURCH NEWSLETTER 
 

Over the past couple of months, your Session has pondered the possibility of encouraging members and 
friends to receive the church newsletter by e-mail, rather than through the Post Office because of the financial 
savings to the church.  We have had very few negative comments about beginning this new phase of technol-
ogy, so the Session has decided to proceed with that plan.  Over the next couple of months we will be obtain-
ing those e-mail addresses that we do not already have in the hope that by the end of the summer most peo-
ple will be receiving the newsletter by e-mail.  This is how it will work:  When the newsletter is completed it will 
be posted to the RPC website.  Polly will then send an e-mail notice out saying the newsletter is posted and 
directing you to a link.  You will click on the link to the website; then you may see a box with the title, “Reading 
Untagged Document”; click start and the newsletter will appear.  You can then print the newsletter out at 
home if you wish to have a hard copy.  The pictures in the newsletter are in color; however, if you do not use 
color cartridges in your printer, you can still print the pictures in black and white.  It is not a difficult process, 
but anyone who feels they need a little coaching can receive some help after church some Sunday this 
spring. (more about that in later newsletters).  Obviously, if you do not have an e-mail address you will still 
continue to receive the newsletter through the Post Office.  And while we are encouraging everyone with an e
-mail address to receive the newsletter the new way, if you have strong feelings against it we will continue to 
mail you a newsletter.  Just let Polly know.  Please fill out the form below and return it to the church office by 
June 1.  Or you can e-mail your e-mail address to Polly at rpc@rossvillepresby.org.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Name______________________________________ 
 
Address____________________________________________ __________________ 
 
E-Mail Address_____________________________________ ____________________ 



Rossville youth group had a great time shopping at Target on Sunday, April 18. They are currently putting 
together Haiti Disaster Baby Kits. The kids divided into pairs to tackle the adventure of finding all of the items 
needed. They had a lot of fun. They are still in need of some items to fill their kits. If you would like to help 
out, please contact Kay Everett. 

 Troy and Lindsay (Humphrey) Roberson are the parents of a baby daughter, Olivia Grace, who was born     
April 21, 2010, at 6:16P. 
 She weighed seven pounds and nine ounces and was twenty-one inches long. 
 Her paternal grandparents are Ted and Cheryl Roberson. 
  Her maternal grandparents are Tom and Angela Humphrey. 
  Troy and Lindsay live at 
  5934 Candlewick Dr 
   Indianapolis IN 46228 

Madison Houser, Sydney Hrdlicka 
Kay Everett, Kennedy Houser 

Front: Madison Houser, Katie Hutsell, Sydney Hrdlicka 
  Taylor Houser, Kennedy Houser, Kay Everett 
 

Back: Jessica Kyc, Josh Hufford, Lauralei Hutsell 
  Bethany McIlrath, Justin Hufford, John Everett 



STEP FORWARD WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM 
 

     A very dedicated group of people just finished twelve weeks of a twelve-step program for weight loss and 
for working on other nutritional issues.  We are proud to say that collectively we have shed about 200#. 
     We have collected about $50.00 in the “kitty.”  We have not made a final decision on where that money will 
be donated, but we are looking at Food Finders, a food pantry, etc. 
     It was agreed to not meet regularly during the summer; but we will be starting up another group in August 
or September.  This program has four phases, and each phase includes a few steps out of the twelve-step 
program.  During phase one, we concentrated on steps one and two; phase two will include steps three and 
four.  It is our hope that others may join phase two this fall. 

Please remember our friends In your prayers…  
 

Serving in the Armed Forces 
Runnar Crane 
Travis Perkins 
Darray Hunt (K Hollingsworth’s g-granddaughter) 
 

Cancer Issues 
Missi Metzger 
Phil Buck 
Linda Hodgen 
Larry Lawson 
Blake Kamstra (G / P Kamstra’s g-grandson) 
Kasey Kelley 
Sara Soupir (J Engen’s cousin) 
Jody Bassett 
Zeyad Kudsi (Z Griffey’s brother) 
Braylie Kellogg (J / S Kellogg’s granddaughter) 
Jerry Parnell (W Parnell’s son) 
 

Special Prayers 
Kyle Elston 
Paula Wagner (W Parnell’s daughter) 
Mark Crane 

PARISH NURSE CORNER 
by Jan Sandos, RN, Parish Nurse 

Please call one of the following: 
Bill Ruch   765-379-3164 
John Everett  765-379-3653 
Polly Merrick  765-379-2801 
Jan Sandos  765-379-2287 

with prayer concerns. 

��������������������������������������������� ���

IN APPRECIATION 
 

Just a hello to tell you how much we enjoy the 
worship service each Sunday. We can’t be there 
in person but a VCR tape is delivered to our door 
each Sunday and is truly appreciated. We really 
miss our church family and it is so nice to hear 
different one’s voices. The sermon, singing and 
children’s story are so special. 
 

Thanks again, Bob and Janice Silverthorn 

The Church family was invited to bring fresh flowers 
on Easter to decorate a cross in the sanctuary. 
After worship, the cross was displayed outside for 
passersby to enjoy. 



 

ROSSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 

Sunday School:  9:00A  Fellowship:  9:45A  Worship:  10:15A 
 
 Pastor:  Rev John Everett 
 Clerk of Session:  Phyllis Hodson-Hutsell 
 Office Administrator:  Polly Merrick 
 Christian Education:  Cheryl McIlrath 
 Fellowship:  Ron and Linda McMains 
 Finance & Stewardship:  Joe Hufford 
 Member Care:  Bill Ruch 
 Mission & Evangelism:  Jim Perkins 
 Property & Maintenance:  Charlie Beard & Dick Hackerd 
 Worship:  Jan Sandos 
 Tech Team:  Mike Hufford 
 Parish Nurse:  Jan Sandos 
 Event Coordinator:  Ken Miller 
 Custodian:  Tracy Fife 
 

 Rev John Everett 
 311 N Gaddis St 
 Rossville IN 46065 
 765-379-3653 
 revev@rossvillepresby.org 

Rossville Presbyterian Church 
5434 W State Rd 26, Rossville IN 46065 
765-379-2801 
www.rossvillepresby.org 
rpc@rossvillepresby.org 
 
 

 

________ 

2010 


