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It has been a faithful month at Rossville Presbyterian. For the past four months | have had the privilege to get to
know and learn with the communicants’ class. We have talked about worship, prayer, and the Bible. We shared what we
believe about God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit. We learned about the confessions in the Book of Confessions and how
our church is organized through the Session. We talked about the gifts and abilities they have to serve the church and
community. All of this hard work leads up their decision to become actives members in the church and we will welcome
the confirmation class into membership on May 11. One becomes an active member of the church through faith in Jesus
Christ as Savior and acceptance of his Lordship in all of life. Baptism and a public profession of faith in Jesus as Lord
are visible signs of membership. The living out our faith by patrticipation in worship and service to the church and world
are the signs of our commitment to God.

The good news of a group of young people becoming members causes me to ask: “what does it mean to be a
member of the Church”? Over the years | have seen many ways of living out the commitment we make when we join the
church. For some it has meant joining a group of like minded people. To others it has meant making a covenant with
God and a group of disciples seeking to live out their faith. | believe it is helpful to look at Scripture and the Book of Order
to give us some understanding of what membership means.

Paul in Romans and Corinthians said being a “member” of the church meant becoming a vital organ of a living
body. We are part of the body of Christ.

Scripture also shows the meaning and value of membership to include:

Membership identifies you as a believer in God and Christ as Lord of your life.

Membership provides a spiritual family to support and encourage you in your Journey of faith.
Membership gives you a place to discover and use your gifts in ministry.

Membership gives you the guidance of faithful leaders.

Membership gives you the accountability you need to grow.

The Book of Order reminds us a faithful member accepts Christ’'s call to be involved in the ministry of the

Church. This includes:

Taking part in worship, fellowship, praying and studying scripture.

Supporting the work of the church through the giving of money, time and talents.

Participating in leadership and service in the local church and the world.

Demonstrating a new quality of life by living responsibly and being a sign to the world of God’s grace, love

and peace.
At Rossville Presbyterian membership also involves a commitment to our mission statement.
We are a family of faith on a spiritual journey. By God's grace, we are a people called to create within the heart of our
community:
A place that is Christ centered and Biblically based
A place where people have embraced helping with a heart
A place where people are surrounded by the power of God's Good News and seek to glorify God
A place where people may be reconciled to God and to each other
A place where people live their lives in thanksgiving for what God has done for us in Christ
A place of refuge where each person is valued as a child of God
A place where faith, hope, and love replace despair, loneliness and hatred.

And a place where we Enter to Worship and Depart to Serve

Membership means a great deal and asks for a great deal of commitment in service to Christ. The hope and
promise is we can become faithful disciples as members of Rossville Presbyterian, with God’s help and the support of
one another.

That's the Good News from Rossville Presbyterian where all the women have strong faith, the men are full of
wisdom and the children are above average.

See You in Church,

Boh



SESSION SUMMARY

Your session met on Thursday, April 17 and——

Present-Maury Oglesby, Marty Horn, Cheryl Mcllrath, Jill Hufford, Marcia Eller, Joe Hufford, Ken Miller, Josh Hufford,
Justin Hufford, Bethany Mcllrath, Lauralei Hutsell

e Excused-Toni Bluemke, Ron McMains

e Communicants reported on confirmation camp and shared their statements of faith

e Voted to receive communicant class into membership on May 11

e Voted to approve baptism of Josh & Justin Hufford on May 11

e Approved minutes of March 17 meeting

e Received treasurer’s report as information

e Voted to approve fundraising luncheon on May 4 to support Matt and Brooke McClain family and a luncheon to sup-
port the July Alaskan mission trip-date to be determined later

e Cheryl announced plans for Vacation Bible School to be held June 22-26 at town park

e Sunday School will be cancelled on May 11 in order to observe Pentecost and celebrate with the communicants

e Reported communion was served on April 6

e Voted to replace carpet in fellowship hall, west Sunday School rooms, and the childcare director’s office with money
coming from farm fund-noting that farm money had earlier been designated for capital improvements

e Voted to solicit donations of paint for the fellowship hall

e Maury and Ken reported on their research of media presentation systems at area churches and a consultation with a
professional.

e Marcia reported she is going to see that the church is represented in the Honor Courtyard at school with a 4” x 8” en-
graved paver at a cost of $100

¢ Next meeting will be May 15-Marcia Eller to provide devotions

e Meeting was closed with prayer at 10:15 p.m.

ROSSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Church Operating Financial Statement as of March 31, 2008

Church Operating Fund Budget Actua | Over/Under

Income 38,528.00 30,431.42 -8,096.58

Expense 46,920.00 38,600.11 -8,319.89

Net Income -8,392.00 -8,168.69 223.31

Needed Weekly To Meet Budget: 2,975.00

March 2, 2008 2,033.00

March 9, 2008 3,026.00

March 16, 2008 1,350.00

March 23, 2008 1,545.00

March 30, 2008 1,935.00




