
ROSSVILLE 

March 2008                                                                                                                  VOLUME 6, NUMBER 3 

It has been a faithful month at Rossville Presbyterian, and there is still snow on the ground. The air is freezing cold. 
It is not spring yet. But Easter is on its way. Easter is early this year. Easter is supposed to happen in the springtime so 
we can see the signs of new life all around us. Just in case you ever wondered Easter is always the first Sunday after the 
first full moon after the spring equinox. There is more to Easter than just the movement of the earth in relation to the sun. 
The signs of spring show us something of the joy and mystery of the resurrection.  

I grew up in Southern California. There are no seasons in Southern California. The weather people have a tough job 
there. All I remember them ever saying is late night and early morning clouds clearing with sunshine by the late morn-
ing. Don t get me wrong the weather was great. But, it was not until I moved to the Midwest I learned to enjoy seasons 
and how much they can teach us.   

Brother Lawrence, a seventeenth-century monk wrote: 
In the winter, seeing a tree stripped of its leaves, and considering that within a little time the leaves would be re-
newed, and after that the flowers and fruit appear, he received a high view of the providence and power of God, 
which has never since been taken from his soul.  

Experiencing the providence and power of God changes us. So does looking into the empty tomb on Easter. Incredible 
claims are made about Easter. Death is vanquished! Sin is overcome! All creation becomes a blessing! A new covenant 
is made! God s reign of justice and peace begins! Mercy overflows! Wounds are healed! Love embraces us! The light 
outshines the darkness!   

There is something about the warmth of sunshine on my shoulders that gives me new energy, new life. The first sun-
drenched days of spring banish the gloom of grey winter s chill. The miracle of new life mesmerizes us. Whether the birth 
of a child or the sprout of a brightly colored flower from the dark cold earth we are in awe, if we take time to notice. A for-
mer bishop of Romania has been quoted as saying, If we only knew the truth of it we would know that each day is 
Easter.   

On Easter morning when we proclaim He Is Risen!  We are making a statement full of hope and mystery that can make 
us new people.  We are told on the first Easter the women and disciples leave the tomb with a mixture of fear and great 
joy. How often does that statement describe us? Overcome with joy over the reality of new life we experience, yet appre-
hensive as we go with this news toward a skeptical and dangerous world.  We have to decide where we stand and what 
we will do in a new and frightening resurrection world.  

In the resurrection Christ becomes present and is true to his promise. Lives are transformed. In the power of the resur-
rection, the disciples, who denied and abandoned Jesus, were forgiven and restored. We can be as well. Alleluia! Christ 
Is Risen! Easter can transform us! We can experience new life and a new spring, everyday!  

That s the Good News from Rossville Presbyterian, where all the women have strong faith, the men are full of 
wisdom and the children are above average. 

Blessings,  



ROSSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Church Operating Financial Statement as of January 31, 2008  

Church Operating Fund

 

                 Budget

  

                   Actual

   

                  Over/Under

 

Income                                               12,892.00                   8,516.00                -4,376.00 
Expense                                             17,796.00

 

                12,758.00

 

               -5,038.00

 

Net Income                                          -4,904.00                 -4,242.00                    662.00  

Needed Weekly To Meet Budget:    2,975.00

 

January 6, 2008                                    2,206.00 
January 13, 2008                                 2,329.00 
January 20, 2008                                 2,032.00 
January 27, 2008                                 1,949.00 

SESSION SUMMARY  

Session met on Thursday, February 21:  

Present: Maury Oglesby,  Ron McMains, Joe Hufford, Marty Horn, Cheryl McIlrath, Toni Bluemke, Jill  Hufford, 
Marcia Eller, Ken Miller, Clerk Bert Ruch, Mark Malson-RCC 
Devotions by Ken Miller 
Mark Malson gave a status report on Rainbow  Connection and presented the proposed new bylaws 
Approved minutes of January 17 stated meeting and February 3 congregational meeting 
Reported death of Doris Washington (roll # 469) on February 19 
Received treasurer s report as information 
Received report of audit committee 
Session wishes to express appreciation to Janis Miller and KT Roth for conducting the full financial review 
Voted to approve a freewill offering on March 16 at  the Rainbow of Songs variety show with proceeds going to 
Rainbow Connection 
Learned of a confirmation retreat at Geneva Center. If our confirmation class participates, fees will be paid from 
the beverage fund 
Voted to approve the formation of a Celebration Committee to begin preparation for our 175th/10th anniversary in 
2009. Cheryl Coffin will chair this committee 
Voted to accept recommendation of personnel committee to increase Polly s weekly hours by nine hours effective 
March 1. 
Reported communion was served on February 3 and Ash Wednesday, February 6 
Member Care is planning a birthday bash on April 27 
Ron reported on progress of the pulpit nominating committee 
Joe Hufford attended meeting of the Presbytery and reported on changes taking place 
Joe Hufford has joined the newly reorganized Committee on Ministry-Presbytery level 
Marcia spoke of a mission opportunity-Session will study and pray about it till next meeting 
Meeting closed with prayer at 10 p.m. 

MILE OF QUARTERS UPDATE

  

Mosquito nets              $460 
Milner Healthcare        $400 
Humane Society          $440

 

Total                           $1300  

Again, doing the math: 
$1300 x 4 quarters per dollar equals 5200 quarters. 
Since 12 quarters equals one foot, we have walked 433 feet. 
The tithe to the church has been $130. 
Keep saving your quarters and see where Jesus leads us on our walk with him. 

      



March 2008 Volunteers   
                               March 2                  March 9                           March 16                         March 23                                 March 30 
Liturgists                D Savoldi                 D Savoldi                         G Murphy                         G Murphy                                 W Hufford 
Praise Leaders       M & D Oglesby         Bert Ruch & D Oglesby                                                                                            K Miller 
Ushers                    B & B Ruch             S & S Miller                      T Bluemke & J Wolf         L Beard                                    E Hodgen & K Hollingsworth 
Greeters                  J & C Perkins          D & L Bodine                   K & C McIlrath                 D & J Murphy                           R & K T Roth 
Acolytes                 Communion             M & K Houser                  A & N Murphy                  B McIlrath & T Houser             S & D Hrdlicka 
Children s Time     Rev McAulay           J Sandos                          T Bluemke                                                                        E Hodgen 
Nursery                   J Hufford                 M Eller                             M Eller                             T Hall & A McIlrath                   K T Roth 
P A System             S Savoldi                 S Savoldi                         C Beard                           C Beard                                   D Bodine 
Geo Prayer             J Sandos                 G Murphy                         R Roth                             K T Roth                                  K Hollingsworth 

 
March 2 Communion Servers  

Joe & Wrena Hufford            David & Ginny Murphy 
Don & Marilyn Wallace         Jan Sandos 

 
March Worship Team 

Cindy Perkins & Committee 

CHANCEL CHOIR     

Psalm 100:1 says, Shout a joyful noise unto the Lord, 
all ye lands; serve the Lord with gladness. That is ex-
actly what the chancel choir has been doing these past 
few weeks.    

Choir practice is Monday evenings at 7:00 p.m.  Won t 
you join us?  Making a joyful noise is all we ask of you it 
doesn t matter if occasionally you hit the wrong key or 
even sing off key.  We encourage you to share your God-
given gifts and talents and shout to the Lord along with 
us. 

Easter Lilies are available in Honor or Memory of a loved one for $8.00 each. Please fill out the form in the 
bulletin & return with the money to the church office before March 9th or call the church office to order.    

He is Risen Indeed!!     The Worship Committee is asking for your help in adorning the wooden cross with 
fresh flowers again on Easter morning. Please bring a few fresh cut flowers to place on the cross during Easter 
worship service.   

Come For All Is Now Ready!  

Come join us for the Holy week services listed below:  

Palm Sunday Worship:                             March 16th              9:00A          Rossville Presbyterian Church 
Maundy Thursday Service:                      March 20th         7:00P          Rossville Presbyterian Church 
Community Good Friday Service:           March 21st         7:00P          Rossville Church of the Brethren 
Community Sunrise Easter Service:        March 23rd         6:30A          Rossville Church of the Brethren 
Easter Worship Service:                           March 23rd         9:00A          Rossville Presbyterian Church 



 

ROSSVILLE KIWANIS CLUB 
Third Annual Team Trivia Contest  

March 15, 2008        7:00P 
Rossville School Multi-purpose Room  

Trivia - Prizes - Munchies - Beverages - Fun  

A special contest will benefit Riley Hospital for Children  

Call Jim and Penny Schlatter at 765-379-3197 

FIRED UP FOR JESUS  

Due to many people being out of town, some illness, and conflicts of schedules, a small group of people met on 
Wednesday, February 27, at the monthly Fired-Up meeting. There was no formal lesson, but the group enjoyed 
fellowship with each other. 
The next meeting will be Wednesday, March 26, at 7:00P. In the meantime, keep your focus on the center of your life: 
Christ! 

KEEP FIRED-UP! 

 

GENEVA CENTER SUMMER CAMP     

If you would like to attend Geneva Center Summer 
Camp, but have not yet received an application, 
contact the church office.    

Funds have been budgeted to assist church 
members and regular attendees with the fee. 
Monies will be split equally according to the number 
of youth attending. 
   In order to keep accurate records, youth are asked 
to submit to the church a completed copy of each 
application. (Camps are filled on a first-come-first-
serve basis.) The church will send checks of appro-
priate reimbursements after May 15, 2008. 

1 Now when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, that they 
might come and anoint Him. 
2 Very early in the morning, on the first day of the week, they came to the tomb when the sun had risen. 
3 And they said among themselves, Who will roll away the stone from the door of the tomb for us?

 

4 But when they looked up, they saw that the stone had been rolled away for it was very large. 
5 And entering the tomb, they saw a young man clothed in a long white robe sitting on the right side; and they were 
alarmed. 
6 But he said to them, Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He is risen! He is not here. 
See the place where they laid Him.                      Mark 16:1-6 NKJV 

 

Because Christ Lives, we don t have to be concerned 
about who will roll away the stone (the burdens) in our 
lives. Though they may be quite large at times, all we 
have to do is let the living Christ roll away the burdens, 
allowing us the freedom to continue the path He has set 
for us.. 



THANK YOU  

Dear Congregation,     

Thank you for your continued support of the Rossville 
Community Food Pantry. 
   Your donations helped serve 1012 people during 2007.    

Our community is blessed to have so many individuals 
whose generosity touches the lives of those in need.  
                                                           Blessings,  
                                                           Jim and Pam Oliver 

CHECK IT OUT!  

Listed below are books new to our church library. We hope you enjoy some good reading.  

Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World by Joanna Weaver (Christian Living) 
90 Minutes in Heaven by Don Piper (nonfiction) 
Nobody by Chester Mapes (fiction) 
The One-Minute Apology by Ken Blanchard & Margaret McBride (Christian Living) 
Quiet Strength by Tony Dungy (nonfiction) 

Boy Scouts of America Troop #337 and Rossville Presbyterian Church have a long standing rela-
tionship. Our history shows that we have sponsored the troop and held it s charter for over sixty two 
years. We have not been able to determine the exact beginning date. The troop meets in our facility and 
annually participates in a church service to show their appreciation. On February 3, the scouts along with 
their leaders prepared breakfast casseroles and fruit cups for our church family following worship. They 
also participated in worship serving as greeters and ushers. 

BIRTHDAY BASH  

Mark your calendars now for Sunday, April 27.  The Member 
Care Committee is sponsoring a birthday party for the entire 
congregation.  We will celebrate birthdays of all ages and 
have lots of fun and fellowship.  Plan to attend!  More details 
will be available in the April newsletter. 


