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This is the time of year that we look toward 2010 with new resolve, or observe how far we have wandered
from last year's resolutions. Have you ever noticed that New Year's resolutions look strangely familiar? As a
matter of fact, don't they most often look exactly like last year's resolutions? Too often in this season we look
at the resolutions we made for our lives that we never got started. Looking at failed resolutions that failed can
be sad. But it can be a glad occasion. Robert Frost wrote poetry which rang a bell with many paths we have
all taken, especially when he spoke of taking the "road less traveled"” which has "made all the difference.”
Too often we get too far away from the source that gives us life, fuels our spirit, and reveals our soul. We
wander too far from the very source that gives us life and fuels our very being. We wander too far from the
things that are most important. That is why we come to God’'s house. What does it mean to be in God's
house? Jesus gives us an example of what that means. To be in God's house means living by the calendar
instead of the clock. The life of Jesus would invite us to live our lives by keeping our eyes firmly fixed on ulti-
mate concerns rather than passing fancy. He calls us to live by the calendar of faith rather than the clock of
fads. The wider witness of Jesus invites us to live several ways. Jesus invites us to leisure. How many
times did Jesus say to his disciples, "Let us go off by ourselves to some place where we will be alone and can
rest awhile?" How many times do we read, "So they went away in a boat to a deserted place by them-
selves?" Have we ever entertained the notion that perhaps Jesus set the best example for our lives when he
went away often to be alone and contemplate on that which was most important? We know now that more
than any other time in history the chief complaint in family and individual life is that "there is no time."
"Leisure," from the Latin, means "to be free." Leisure is anything that restores you to peace while you are do-
ing it. So, gardening, golf, reading, puzzles, and many other things can restore us to peace as we do them.
Jesus invites us to let him be the Messiah, not us. There are people who would have more balance in their
lives if they did not accept responsibility for everything that happens in the world. We are buried in "oughts
and shoulds" to such a degree that we feel responsible for everything that goes wrong. How hard it is for us
to hear the hymn, "When the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet." Only living by the calendar in-
stead of the clock will reveal this. Courage is needed for the kind of life that will trust things to God's time
rather than our limited schedule. Jesus invites us to ordinary time. Most of this coming year will be spent in
ordinary time. We enter into the season on the church calendar marked as "ordinary time." What a good pro-
phetic note for the New Year: most of the good that will be done will be done in ordinary time, when no one is
looking and no one will report it to the paper. Here comes the New Year, full of ordinary time. We will enter it
ready to slug it out for the common good while no one is looking. In the middle of ordinary time, God comes
with extraordinary moments that make all others bearable, believable, and worthwhile. In December it is an-
nounced to all of us that the shortest day of the year has arrived. On that day there will be a minimum of light
and a maximum of darkness. Deep in December we are asked to remember. We are asked to remember that
with every day we face the dark, we will move minute by minute toward the brighter days of summer. And
then, without realizing it, there will be more light than dark. All this happens when we are not looking. All this
happens in ordinary time. God comes to us and loves us, not by the hourly watching of the clock, but by the
monthly glance at the calendar.



STATED SESSION MEETING SUMMARY December 15, 2009

Present: John Everett, Dick Hackerd, Jim Perkins, Phyllis Hodson-Hutsell, Cheryl Mcllrath, Ken Miller, Jill Hufford, Jan
Sandos, and Bill Ruch

Excused: Joe Hufford and Charlie Beard

Pastor’'s Report: Received a list of John’s activities for the month

Clerk’s Report:  Tonight's agenda was approved. Minutes from November 11 stated meeting were approved as read.
Treasurer’s Report:  We had no report to approve.

Christian Education: The committee will sponsor the January fellowship luncheon on January 10 (note date change).
It will be an old-fashioned potluck. Triennium is this summer, and we will encourage our youth to register. There are
some funds available to help with costs, and we will hold a dinner with a free-will offering.

Mission and Evangelism:  Cindy Perkins has been working on organizing a Living Nativity. The Living Nativity will be
before the RCC program on December 16, and then again on Sunday, December 20 and Monday, December 21.
Worship: Communion was served December 6. Jill will be stepping down as chairperson, as she will no longer be a
Session member. Jan Sandos has volunteered to chair this committee.

Property and Maintenance: Charlie arrived just in time for his committee report. The committee met with Doug Hod-
son of Eagle Signs and Awards today regarding the new sign we want to place out front. Doug will be giving us a new
proposal based on some changes that we've requested.

Member Care: Reported on members with medical issues. Will be packing and sending care packages to college and
military kids. Church pictorial directories should be arriving any day now. Ken will be stepping down as chairperson, as
he will no longer be a Session member. Bill Ruch has volunteered to chair this committee.

Administration and Finance:  Nothing to report.

RCC: The RCC Christmas program is tomorrow. Due to the economy, RCC is having financial problems. The board
will be meeting Monday, December 20 at 3:00 p.m. to discuss some solutions.

Event Coordinator:  So far we only have one event, the wedding of Amy Hufford and Ryan Goris, for next year.
Personnel: Nothing to report.

Presbytery:  Dick and John reported on the Presbytery meeting.

New Business: Bill and Bert Ruch donated a new digital piano to the congregation.

Next Meeting: January 13, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. Jim Perkins will do devotions.

NEW CHURCH PIANO

I'm sure by now that most of you have seen and/or heard the music from our new digital piano. This piece of
equipment is amazing! This digital piano, by Roland, was a gift to the church from Bill and Bert Ruch. We
are grateful for their foresight in realizing that a new piano was truly needed for worship.

Here is a basic overview of this piano. There are essentially six settings: Piano, Electric Piano, Organ,
Strings, Voice, and Other. Then, there are 11 settings under Piano, 15 settings under Electric Piano, 12 set-
tings under Organ, 12 settings under Strings, 13 settings under Voice, and 274 settings under Other. Some
of the settings under Other include many musical instruments and additional organ tones. If | chose to use
just one setting per Sunday, | would have enough different sounds to play something different each Sunday
for the next 6 ¥z years! The piano is also equipped with 74 recorded internal songs, and it has the capacity to
record any songs that we would choose to use. There is an attachment for a CD that would be of great help
to the choir, because all the music we sing could be played through the piano on the CD instead of through
the sound room. If the choir is singing a song with some higher notes than some of us can reach, the piano
can transpose that music to a lower key to accommodate the voices of the choir.

The keys on this piano are just like a regular piano. It feels and plays like the old piano. How-ever, this piano
will never need to be tuned, which will save some money each year in the music budget.

Please bear with us over the next several weeks as we learn more about this piano each day and learn how
to effectively present some of the different settings to enhance the music during worship. There will be a
learning curve to accommodate all that this piano has to offer to us.

And please join me in expressing thanks to Bill and Bert for this generous donation!



New Session Members

Jim Perkins has been a member of Rossville Presbyterian Church
since 2000. He was ordained as an elder in 2003 and served on the
session from 2003-05.

In 2008 he was elected to finish a one year term and was recently re-
elected to serve for the next three years.

Jim is married to Cindy and is father to Elizabeth who resides in
Michigan, Dan (wife Kelly), Amber, a senior at Purdue and Travis who
is serving in the U.S. Army and recently was shipped to Germany.
Dan and Kelly have made Jim a proud grandfather of two boys. Jim
holds the position of supermarket lines leader at Meijer. He and Cindy
reside at 56 W. North St. in Rossville.

Jim will continue to chair the mission committee.

Jan Sandos, a Rossville native, has been a member since 1969. She
was first ordained as elder in 1984. She also served as elder at Mar-
tinsville, IN while living there in the 1990’s. She is married to Louis
Sandos, a retired but very busy Presbyterian pastor. They were away
for a few years while Louis was an active pastor but moved back to
her former home in 2002. Jan is mother to Angie in Alaska, Joe (wife
Wrena), and Mike (wife Jill) of Rossville. Her four grandchildren Amy,
Mckenna, Josh and Justin live in the Rossville area. She is retired
from the nursing industry but still takes on special projects in the nurs-
ing field from time to time. She serves as our parish nurse and also as
our accompanist and choir leader. It also can be said that Jan is an
avid Purdue fan!

Jan and Louis reside at 51 W. Orchard Drive in Rossville. She will
chair the worship committee in 2010.

Bill Ruch was ordained in 1985. He has served three previous terms
as elder. He and his wife Bert have been members since 1979. They
are parents to two sons Craig (wife Carmen), in Cleveland, Clint
(fiancé’ Tiffany) in Chicago, and grandparents to Carson, Maddox,
and Ari. Bill has been a State Farm Insurance agent in Delphi for 35
years. He served on the building committee 10 years ago and has
chaired the property and maintenance committee in the past. He will
chair the Member Care Committee in 2010. He also is avid Purdue
fan. Bill and Bert live just north of Rossville at 4492 W 775 S.

Having been previously ordained as elders, all three new session
members will be installed during worship service on January 3.




JANUARY 3, 2010 COMMUNION SERVERS

Ken Miller Jill Hufford Jim Perkins
Wrena Hufford Charlie Beard Dick Hackerd
Phyllis Hodson Hutsell

Joe Hufford Cheryl Mcllrath

JANUARY 2010 VOLUNTEERS

January 3 January 10 January 17 January 24 January 31
Liturgist Jill Hufford Jill Hufford Chuck Whitlock Chuck Whitlock T Bluemke
Ushers M/D Oglesby M/D Oglesby L Beard / MS Whitlock L Beard / MS Whitlock D/J Murphy
Greeters J Coffin/ R Roth K Hollingsworth / R Roth S Ahlersmeyer / W Hufford S Ahlersmeyer / W Hufford  R/L McMains
Acolytes Communion S/D Hrdlicka D/N Hrdlicka K/P Hutsell K/P Hutsell
Nursery C Coffin KT Roth / M Hufford G/A Murphy P/L Hutsell P/L Hutsell
P A System Mike Hufford Mike Hufford Charlie Beard Charlie Beard Ken Miller
Screen Preparer
Screen Presenter
Geographical Prayer Jan Sandos Ginny Murphy Rich Roth K T Roth K Hollingsworth
Fellowship Cookies Stacy Miller Phyllis Kamstra K T Roth Linda McMains Kay Everett

Instructions are available. If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a replacement and call the church office at 765-379-2801. Thanks!

ROSSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Sermon Titles and Topics, January 2010

January 3
Lectionary for the Lord’s Day: Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14; Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12

Text: Matthew 2:1-12

Title: “A Gift of Silence and Stillness”

Main Idea: God is with us. Sometimes all we have to do is take the time to open our eyes and see, open our
ears and hear, open our hearts and feel his presence.

January 10
Lectionary for the Lord’s Day: Isaiah 43:1-7; Psalm 29; Acts 8:14-17; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

Text: Isaiah 43:1-7

Title: “Named and Claimed”

Main Idea: What we hear and what we are told about ourselves shapes us. Imagine how different life would
be if we heard positive messages and affirmations of who we are.

January 17
Lectionary for the Lord’s Day: Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 36:1-10; 1 Corinthians 12:1-11; John 2:1-11

Text: John 2:1-11

Title: “When the Wine Runs Out”

Main ldea: What is the significance of Jesus turning water into wine? Jesus takes what is and says that it
has the possibility to become something else.

January 24
Lectionary for the Lord’s Day: = Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Psalm 19; 1 Corinthians 12:12-13a; Luke 4:14-21

Text: Luke 4:14-21

Title: “Living Passionately”

Main Idea: Let's try a little passion for Christ in our lives. Who knows? We might just feel that we are alive
for the first time.

January 31
Lectionary for the Lord’s Day:  Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13; Luke 4:21-30

Text: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13

Title: “Losing That Loving Feeling”

Main Idea: Paul is saying to us, and | think Jesus meant us to understand, that love is an act and an attitude,
not an emotion.



CAROLING 2009

It was a dark and stormy night... . No wait, that's not right! It was dark and chilly, with wet snow
falling relentlessly. Nevertheless, about 40 people braved the weather to share the joy of Christ's
birth through song. We may have been out of tune or off key at times, but a fun time was had by
all. In the words of Payton Hutsell, “We sang a lot!” And Noah Hrdlicka adds, “It was freezing
cold.” If you missed us this year, then make sure to join us in 2010. Though the weather outside is
frightful, the fellowship is so delightful... .

& & & &

CHURCH MUSIC

Chancel Choir: Currently, we have about 15 people involved with the Chancel Choir. We are enjoying using
the worship-music CD’s and look forward to providing more music through worship and to glorify God. We
would be thrilled to add to our choir numbers—won’t you prayerfully consider joining the choir? You do not
need to read music or have a professional singing voice. We are just ordinary people who have stepped out
of our comfort boxes a little bit and then found that God has equipped us with what we need to make a joyful
noise. We meet to practice on Monday evenings at 7:00 p.m. Because that time does not always fit every-
one’s schedule, we have met also on Thursday evenings during Advent. We generally sing an anthem on the
first and third Sundays of each month. Beginning in January we will have an additional practice on the Thurs-
day prior to the Sundays we sing. Come join us!

Youth Choir:  We have had about 15 youth respond to sing with the youth choir throughout this past year.
We have sung four times, and that will be our goal for 2010. Hopefully, it will work out to sing once a quarter;
although there may be additional special times that we sing. We also have had youth within this group who
have provided special music. Some have played the piano, some have sung solos, some have sung in
groups. Generally, when we practice we will practice on Sundays at 3:30 (prior to youth group) for about 30
minutes and will practice for 3 or 4 Sundays prior to singing on a Sunday. In the youth choir we have in-
cluded anyone from 4™ grade through 12™ grade. We invite all youth in this age range to join the choir. As
we make plans to practice and sing, e-mails will be sent to parents with details. Come join us!

Praise Band: We were blessed in November with the music of the praise band, The Back Pew , during a
worship service. They will be joining us for worship again during 2010. In addition, because of the interest
our youth has developed from this praise band, they have decided to start a praise band of their own! Hope-
fully, in late winter or early spring they will be ready to be part of some of our worship services, too.

2010 will be a year filled with music pleasing to G od and to each other through the musical groups
that choose to give of their time (and energy) tos  hare this music with the congregation.



Living Nativity

At the suggestion of John Everett, Rossville Presbyte-
rian Church presented a live nativity scene for three
nights before Christmas. The youth of the church
stepped up and portrayed Mary, Joseph, and the
three wise men. Participating on one or more nights
were Josh and Justin Hufford, McKenna Hufford,
Bethany Mcllrath, Emily Martin, Lauralei & Katie
Hutsell, Taylor and Madison Houser, and Nick &
Amy Murphy.

Living Nativity Trivia— Mike Hufford organized a crew of Ken Miller, Dave Bodine, Marc Lehnen,
Josh & Justin Hufford, and Doug Houser to build a collapsible stable of old barn wood. The wood was
donated by David and Marcia Crail who own an old barn on 550 N. The history of that old barn is tied to our
congregation. The great-great grandfather of Marcia Eller and Bert Ruch and great-great-great grandfather
of Steve Miller homesteaded the land in the 1850’s. Marcia and Bert's grandfathers were born and raised
there in the late 1800s and most certainly played and worked in that old barn.

Twenty-seven members of the Better Ideas Sunday School Class enjoyed a delicious dinner at the Buttery
Shelf in Lafayette on Sunday evening, December 13. The Buttery Shelf is owned by Sherry Buckley who also
runs the Seeds of Hope food pantry where we take our food donations on the odd months of the year. These
are two of her many missions to help the homeless and downtrodden. All of her employees are folks who
are being helped to get back on their feet from a variety of situations. Sherry is always wanting to show her
appreciation for the many donations from our congregation and had wanted to provide this meal but the class
turned the tables on her and presented her with a $500 check at the end of the evening. The Buttery Shelf is
on the southwest corner of Main and 10th St. and is open to the public over the lunch hour on Thursday, Fri-
day, and Saturday. Check it out sometime. Several of the class members made plans to help Sherry out with
various mission projects in the future.

Ron and Janet Gaylor have moved. _
Their telephone number is the same. | would like to thank everyone for the
The address is now ~ cards, phone calls and wonderful food

59 W Orchard Dr Moving Van during the last weeks. It has been
Rossville IN 46065 ) greatly appreciated. | also ask for your
prayers during the months ahead as |

00 00™0 continue to recover. Janis Miller



Mosquito nets

Milner Healthcare

Clinton Co. Humane Society
RCC sun shelter

Milner Healthcare

Heifer International
Martinsville Mission

Kasey Kelley family

Total

TREE OF HOPE

The Evangelism and Mission Committee and the Youth Group would
like to thank all who participated in our Tree of Hope collection.
What an amazing outpouring of love! The tree and baskets were
adorned with the following:

50 hats
66 mittens
66 scarves
175 pairs of socks

1 blanket
1 bear

These love offerings were distributed to Seeds of Hope, 20 home-
less people needing emergency help, and a few items locally.

Please pray that these gifts will warm the bodies and hearts of those
who receive them in the name of Christ who taught us to love,
share and serve.

WALKING THE EXTRA MILE FOR JESUS

Another leg of our journey with Jesus is complete. We have currently been collecting quarters since Septem-
ber for Kasey Kelley , son of Jack and Vicki Kelley, who is battling leukemia. A $500 love offering has been
given to them to help with expenses while he is unable to work.

RECAP OF MILE OF QUARTERS
MISSION COLLECTION

$460
400
440
960
354
660
350
555
$4179

‘3
‘3
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MANY OBEDIENT DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

DOING SMALLTHINGS
MAKE A BIG IMPACT!

Who will Jesus lead us to bless next?



PARISH NURSE CORNER
by Jan Sandos, RN, Parish Nurse

Job 23:12-“...1 have treasured the words of his mouth more than my daily bread.”

WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM

As we enter into 2010, is one of your New Year's resolutions going to be to lose weight? If so, perhaps
several of us can join together to accomplish that goal.

On Sunday, January 17, immediately after church, those who are interested in joining a weight-loss group are
invited to meet in the library for just a few minutes to receive the information about this program.

The program will be a Christian 12-step program to lose weight---and keep it off ! We will learn how to lose
weight and take a second helping of the spiritual food that really satisfies us as we begin the 12 steps. We
will learn to cast our cares on God—not the refrigerator ! We will work to get to the emotional roots of our
problem with food. We will work to lose unwanted pounds and keep them off. We will work to find the power
to change, one day at a time.

The program is divided into four units over a period of 12 weeks. After you complete Unit One, you may
proceed to Unit Two, or you may take a break. Same thing, then, with Units Three and Four. If you can't
make the commitment on January 17 to join the program but decide you want to join later, you can work with
a group member to catch up on the previous unit and then actually begin at the next unit.

This program will give you practical tips for dealing with food problems through prayer and Bible study; it will
give you helpful hints about losing weight. Through this program you will feast on good things that nourish
your body, heart, and spirit. There will be a participant book-let provided for all who join this group.

Why not let this be the year that you fulfill that New Year's resolution to lose weight.

Please remember our friends In your prayers...

Nursing Home
Beulah Heise

Mark Crane
Richard Cottrell
Please call one of the following Serving in the Armed Forces
Polly Merrick 765-379-2801 Runnar Crane
John Everett 765-379-3653 Travis Perkins
Bill Ruch 765-379-3164 Darray Hunt
Jan Sandos 765-379-2287
with prayer concerns. Cancer Issues
Missi Metzger Phil Buck
Linda Hodgen Larry Lawson
J D Miller Blake Kamstra
Kasey Kelley Fred Rodkey
Sara Soupir Jody Bassett
Braylie Kellogg Steve Phelps
Special Prayers
Belva Langston Kyle Elston
Janis Miller Bruce Stocker
Ron Gaylor Janet Gaylor

Robert Rush Rainbow Connection



ROSSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Sunday School: 9:00A  Fellowship: 9:45A Worship: 10:15A

Pastor: Rev John Everett

Clerk of Session: Phyllis Hodson-Hutsell
Office Administrator:  Polly Merrick
Christian Education: Cheryl Mcllrath
Fellowship: Ron and Linda McMains
Finance & Stewardship: Joe Hufford
Member Care: Bill Ruch

Mission & Evangelism: Jim Perkins
Property & Maintenance: Charlie Beard & Dick Hackerd
Worship: Jan Sandos

Tech Team: Mike Hufford

Parish Nurse: Jan Sandos

Event Coordinator: Ken Miller
Custodian: Tracy Fife

Rev John Everett

311 N Gaddis St

Rossville IN 46065
765-379-3653
revev@rossvillepresby.org

Rossville Presbyterian Church
5434 W State Rd 26, Rossville IN 46065
765-379-2801

www.rossvillepresby.org
rpc@rossvillepresby.org




