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“You are dust, and to dust you shall return” (Genesis 3:18).  At the end of February, we will start Lent (the 40 
days before Easter) with Ash Wednesday.  Why do we start our preparation for the most joyful event of the 
Christian faith with such a somber event? Why do we associate ashes with joy?  What is the purpose of walk-
ing around with a smudge of black dirt on our forehead?  To understand the practice, we need to understand 
the symbolism of ashes and the purpose of Lent. 
 

Ashes remind us of our mortality.  As Isaiah reminds us in chapter 40:  
 

All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field.  The grass withers, the flower fades, when 
the breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass.  The grass withers, the flower fades; but 
the word of our God will stand forever. 
 

We are like the grass of the field, here today and gone tomorrow.  But we know that God’s Word is eternal.  
Ashes remind of us of our utter dependence on God, the giver of all life.  When we become aware of that de-
pendence, we also become deeply aware of the gift of eternal life that is offered to us through Jesus Christ 
and his death and resurrection on the cross. The ashes remind us of our fate and begin to set the truth that 
ultimately we are dependent on the grace of God for deliverance from that fate.   
 

Ashes also serve as a sign of humility and repentance.  In the Hebrew Scriptures, fasting, wearing sackcloth, 
and sitting in ashes are often signs of contrition and a means of humbly showing a desire for true repentance.  
The wearing of ashes is not a means to show our piety, but a reflection of our need of God's grace to be at 
work in our lives. 
 

Sackcloth and ashes are a common way in the Bible to mark repentance.  If we read the book of Jonah in the 
Bible, we find that when the people of Nineveh are told by Jonah to repent or their city will be destroyed, the 
king covers himself with sackcloth and sits in ashes to signify the people’s repentance.  For this act, the city is 
spared.  In times of great threat or in times of deep need, people in the Bible have used ashes to mark their 
willingness to change.  The season of Lent is traditionally a time for those in the church to come to terms with 
our need for change and repentance.  The gospel readings reflect on Jesus journey to Jerusalem and the 
cross at Calvary.  Fasting, prayer, and scripture reading are methods we might use to reflect on our need for 
repentance. 
 

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of our journey with Jesus to the cross.  The ashes remind us of our will-
ingness to die to our old selves and be raised to new life in Christ. 
New life requires a daily surrendering of the old life, letting go of the present order, so that we may embrace 
the new humanity.  “I die every day!” asserts Paul (1 Corinthians 15:31).  Resurrection necessitates death as 
a preceding act.  The church’s peculiar Lenten claim is that in dying we live, that all who are baptized into 
Christ are baptized into his death.  To be raised with Christ means that we must also die with Christ.  In order 
to embrace the resurrection, we must experience the passion of Jesus. 
 

On February 17 , you are invited to begin your Lenten journey at our Ash Wednesday Service at 7:00 pm .  
Ashes will be offered to any who would like to receive them.  Following the imposition of ashes, all will be in-
vited to share in the Lord’s Supper.  Please join us for this important service that invites you to begin your 
journey to the cross. 
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SUMMARY OF STATED SESSION MEETING MINUTES - January  13, 2010 
 

Present:   John Everett, Jim Perkins, Phyllis Hodson-Hutsell, Cheryl McIlrath, Jan Sandos, Charlie Beard,  
Bill Ruch 
Excused:   Joe Hufford and Dick Hackerd 
Pastor’s Report:   Received a list of John’s activities for the month 
Clerk’s Report:   Tonight’s agenda approved.  Minutes of December 15 stated meeting approved as read 
Treasurer’s Report:   Received the Balance Sheet dated December 31, 2009 
Christian Education:   Annual report is in.  Approved a fund-raising dinner for youth group to help with funds 
for Triennium this summer at Purdue.  Will partner with Property and Maintenance for first weekend in March. 
Mission and Evangelism:   Annual report is in.  Discussed mission trip funding.  Discussed our status as a 
Red Cross shelter.  Received a letter from Operation Shoebox - our shoeboxes went to Ghana. 
Worship:   Communion was served January 3.  2010 committee members: Darryl Baldwin, Jessica Engen, 
Debby Hodson, Michele Houser, Gracie Jackson, Ginny Murphy, Mary Sue Whitlock, Jan Sandos.  Jan is go-
ing to purchase a new copy of the accompanist’s hymnal. 
Property and Maintenance:   Front door has been fixed.  Linoleum and carpeting have been laid.  Committee 
received list of necessary repairs from RCC.  These will be made. 
Member Care:   Committee had 2 funeral dinners on January 2.  Ken and Janis Miller will continue to chair 
Shepherd program.  Toni Bluemke will chair hospital visits. 
Administration and Finance:   Letters for Stewardship campaign will be going out soon. 
RCC:  RCC is in serious financial trouble.  An emergency board meeting was held to try to come up with 
some solutions.  Some solutions have included cutting salaries and hours of staff.  Bill will invite Janis Miller 
to next session meeting so we can discuss how Session and church can help RCC. 
Event Coordinator:   Amy Hufford’s July wedding is event on books right now.  It was suggested we look at 
“rules” to see if they need revision. 
Personnel:   Nothing to report. 
Presbytery:   Tuesday, February 23 at Geneva Center.  Bill will attend with John, with Jan as alternate. 
New Business:   Approved special offering for Victor’s congregation in Haiti.  Decided to hold annual meeting 
of congregation first Sunday in February. 
Next Meeting:   February 10, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. 

RAINBOW CONNECTION CHILDCARE, INC ~ Scrip Program 
 
     Rainbow Connection Childcare, Inc is still participating in the SCRIP Program. For those of you who are 
unaware, scrip is a term that means substitute money. When you purchase scrip, you are purchasing prepaid 
gift cards that are used just like cash. You can purchase everyday expenses like food, clothing, and other es-
sentials, and with every purchase, you will earn revenue for our organization. We purchase our gift cards 
through the Great Lakes Scrip Center. They act on behalf of churches, schools, and other non-profit organiza-
tions to purchase large amounts of scrip for grocery stores, department stores, and other retailers. Our or-
ganization buys the scrip from them at a discount and resells the gift cards to families like yours for full face 
value. The discount ~ usually from two to fifteen percent or more ~ is our organization’s revenue. 
     The major idea of this popular program is to purchase scrip for places where you shop and for purchases 
that you would be making anyway. An example would be if you know that you will be going to Wal-Mart to buy 
groceries, buy a gift card through our scrip program for $25 and our organization will receive 2% ($0.50) of 
that purchase. Does your  family love to go to Chuck E Cheese? If you buy three $10 gift cards through scrip, 
then our center will make 8% ($2.40) off of your purchase. The key to this program is thinking ahead of what 
you will be using. If I know that I will be filling prescriptions at CVS, I can purchase gift cards to use for that 
purchase. Think of it this way ~ this is money you will be spending anyhow. Buying gift cards through us will 
help to benefit our program. 
     Order forms are located on the church bulletin board and outside the childcare office. Orders are to be 
turned in by the first Monday of the month. If you have any questions about this program, please feel free to 
contact Theresa at Rainbow Connection Childcare at 765-379-2509. 



The J.D. Miller family warmly expresses gratitude 
of thanks for the many kind words, cards, visits 
and tokens of sympathy during J.D.’s battle with 
non-hodgkin’s lymphoma.  While J.D.’s life was 
short with us, we will continue to remember him 
and his words “Miller Life ~ Love the Life you 
Live!”  February 07 Family Craft Activity 

February 14 Older Youth-Make Your Own Pizza 
February 28 All Church Movie Night 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEEDS YOUR HELP! 
 

     The CE committee needs your help!  Please pray intentionally for our Sunday school classes.  We need 
some more teachers as we find a need to offer a class for preschoolers.  Our hope is also to be able to staff a 
nursery as needed so that those with younger children have an option for our Sunday school time.  We feel 
that we need teachers in most classes continually to share the responsibilities of teaching/facilitating all ages.  
Do you have an interest in a particular age or curriculum?  Please prayerfully consider how you can help. 
     If teaching is not your gift, perhaps you could consider providing scholarship money for camps.  This year 
we want to help children and families go to Geneva Center AND the Presbyterian Youth Triennium at Purdue 
University this summer.  We have a large need in this area.  What a great opportunity to expose children to 
the love of Christ and the fellowship of Christians from other churches! 
     The youth will help the Maintenance committee with the March fellowship luncheon.  A freewill offering will 
be taken to help with the cost of Triennium registrations. 
Rossville Organizational Youth group: 
     This group meets on Sunday evenings at “The Rock” in the middle of Rossville.  There are students from 
several schools and about 13 different churches that attend.  There is programming for children grades 6-12 
and many of our own RPC kids attend on a regular basis.  We would like to help by signing up to pray for a 
specific child [assigned to you], donating water bottles, snacks, and time to help with supervision.  Cheryl 
Jones coordinates this.  You may contact her at glassparsonage@hotmail.com or 765-379-2981 or sign up on 
the bulletin board outside the church office. 
     If you have questions or wish to join this committee, please contact your CE members:  Cheryl McIlrath, 
Kay Everett, Jessica Engen, Toni Bluemke, Cheryl Coffin, and Phyllis Hodson-Hutsell. 
     Our next meeting is Feb. 24th at 6:00 pm. 

WEBSITE UNDER CONSTRUCTION 
 

A big thank you to Ryan Rollins who has been work-
ing with Bert Ruch to make our website much easier 
to manage and update. Some of you have encoun-
tered a test page when trying to access the site. 
Hopefully, by the time you read this, the site will be 
up and running again. If you cannot see the page, 
please bear with us a few more days and in the 
meantime you can access the page and all of our 
pictures by typing www.rossvillepresby.org/
index.html in the address line. 

FIRED UP FOR JESUS 
 

   Fired Up For Jesus met on Wed, Jan 27 for the 
first meeting of 2010 with 14 in attendance.  The 
group discussed how God has led us, corporately 
and individually, since our first meeting in June 2007 
and will continue to lead us into the future.  All 
agreed that Fired Up is enabling each of us to stay 
focused on the Fire which God has placed in our 
hearts and encourages us to allow the Fire to shine 
through us into the dark corners of this world. 
   Fired Up is open to any person who is interested in 
growing their faith through an informal sharing envi-
ronment.  Meetings are on fourth Wednesdays of the 
month at 7:00 pm through October. 
   On a personal note, I would like to thank all who 
have participated in this group and have supported 
me spiritually while I served as leader.  It has been a 
privilege and a blessing.  Praise God for placing it on 
Jim and Cindy Perkins’ hearts to assume leadership.  
 

Blessings on you all, KT Roth 



ROSSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Sermon Titles and Topics, February 2010 

 

February 7  
 

Lectionary for the Lord’s Day:  Isaiah 6:1-8 (9-13); Psalm 138; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Luke 5:1-11 
Text: Luke 5:1-11 
Title: “Foolish Invitations” 
Main Idea: Christ calls us to obedience and service in ordinary places and in ordinary and challenging times. 
 

February 14  
 

Lectionary for the Lord’s Day: Exodus 34:29-35; Psalm 92; 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2; Luke 9:28-36 (37-43) 
Text: Luke 9:28-36 
Title: “Go, Climb a Mountain” 
Main Idea: The mountaintop experience of Peter, James, and John would be the climb of their lives.  It defi-
nitely would change their lives.  It can be so for us. 
 

February 21  
 

Lectionary for the Lord’s Day: Deuteronomy 26:1-11; Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16; Romans 10:8b-13; Luke 4:1-13 
Text: Luke 4:1-13 
Title: “Hit Me with Your Best Shot” 
Main Idea: The blow we never see coming is the one that can be the most dangerous.  The temptation of Je-
sus might have been the blow he never saw coming. 
 

February 28  
 

Lectionary for the Lord’s Day: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18; Psalm 27; Philippians 3:17-4:1; Luke 13:31-35 
Text: Philippians 3:17-4:1 
Title: “For Every Stroke of the Brush” 
Main Idea: Life is often like a jigsaw puzzle with many pieces to put together.  But God has not left without a 
picture to go by.  That picture is Christ. 

 

FEBRUARY 2010 VOLUNTEERS 
 

      February 7    February 14   February 21   February 28 
Liturgist     Ginny Murphy   Ginny Murphy   Ken Miller    Ken Miller 
Ushers      K / C McIlrath   D / J Murphy   S / S Miller    S / S Miller 
Greeters     L Bodine / T Bluemke L Bodine / T Bluemke J / C Perkins   J / C Perkins 
Acolytes     Communion    A / N Murphy   T Houser / B McIlrath T Houser / B McIlrath 
Nursery     G / A Murphy   G / A Murphy   K T Roth    K T Roth 
P A System    David Bodine   David Bodine   Steve Savoldi   Steve Savoldi 
Screen Preparer  Justin Hufford   Mike Hufford   Doug Houser   Bert Ruch 
Screen Presenter   Justin Hufford   Mike Hufford   Doug Houser   Bert Ruch 
Geographical Prayer  Jill Hufford    Toni Bluemke   Mike Hufford   Louis Sandos 
Fellowship Cookies  K T Roth    K Hollingsworth   Janis Miller    Diane Oglesby 
 

Instructions are available. If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a replacement and call the church office at 765-379-2801. Thanks! 

 

FEBRUARY 2010 WORSHIP TEAM 
Ginny Murphy and Michele Houser 

 

FEBRUARY 7, 2010 COMMUNION SERVERS 
 

David Murphy  David Bodine  Rich Roth 
Mary Sue Whitlock     Jan Sandos 

Come enjoy a Shrove Tuesday pancake 
feast on Tuesday, February 16, at 6:00P 
at the church. 
 

Pancakes, sausage and other good 
things will be prepared to satisfy the hun-
griest appetite. 
 

We serve pancakes to connect us to the 
customs of a time when flour, eggs, milk, 
butter and other food items were all on 
the Lenten abstinence list. 

PANCAKE 
SUPPER 



WORSHIP COMMITTEE NEWS 
 

Worship Committee 
 

The Worship Committee will be meeting this year on the first Tuesday of each month at 7P at the church.  
Anyone who would like to be a member of this committee is welcome to attend any of the meetings.  Commit-
tee members for 2010 so far are Darryl Baldwin, Jessica Engen, Gracie Jackson, Deb Hodson, Michele 
Houser, Ginny Murphy, Mary Sue Whitlock, and Jan Sandos, chair.  We will continue to use two members 
each month to serve as the Worship Team of the Month.  These members’ names will be listed in the bulle-
tins and in the newsletter each month.  If you have a concern or question about worship, feel free to contact 
one of these persons for help.  Since we are using the screens for most of the worship service on Sunday, 
you may notice that there are a few less “Sing the Faith” hymnals and “Worship Booklets” in the pews.  If you 
find at any time that you need an extra one of these, please let the ushers know before worship begins.  Also, 
we are providing large-print “Worship Booklets” for those persons who also request large-print bulletins. 
 

During Church, Do I Stand or Do I Sit?  
 

There has apparently been some confusion lately about when to stand and when to sit in church.  Here’s a 
reminder about some helpful guidelines.  If there is a * beside a line item in the bulletin, we invite and encour-
age you to stand, if you are able.  If there is not a *, then feel free to be seated.  Many people prefer to stand 
whenever we are singing—please feel free to continue to do that, even though there may not be a * noted at 
that particular point.  We want everyone to feel comfortable, especially standing, and some are just not able 
to stand for longer periods of time.  And the most important thing is to be comfortable during worship so we 
can fully partake of what God is offering us. 
 

Acolytes  
 

There is place on the Opportunity Sheet for youth to sign up as acolytes.  Please have your child consider 
volunteering to serve as an acolyte.  We prefer the child to be about six years old and older.  We will have a 
“training session” after church on February 14 for those who are interested in being an acolyte.  This training 
session will be for new acolyte volunteers as well as for those who have already volunteered as acolytes.   
 

Training for the New Piano  
 

Since we have several members of the congregation who play the piano, we will be having a “training ses-
sion” on how to use and care for our new piano.  It is important that everyone who is interested in playing the 
piano at any time will attend this training session.  No one will be allowed to play the piano in the future with-
out being trained.  This training is open to youth and to adults and will take place on Sunday, February 7, right 
after the luncheon.  If you are unable to attend that session, we will repeat the training on Sunday, February 
21, time TBA. 
 

Worship Team of the Month--2010  
 

January   Jan Sandos        February   Ginny Murphy and Michele Houser 
March    Mary Sue Whitlock and Jessica Engen April    Jan Sandos and Gracie Jackson 
May   Ginny Murphy and Deb Hodson   June   Mary Sue Whitlock and Darryl Baldwin 
July    Michele Houser and Jessica Engen  August   Gracie Jackson and Jan Sandos 
September  Darryl Baldwin and Deb Hodson   October   Mary Sue Whitlock and Ginny Murphy 
November   Jessica Engen and Michele Houser  December   Gracie Jackson and Darryl Baldwin 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE BY THE CONGREGATION 
 

There are many opportunities in this church for members of the congregation to choose from in order to be 
faithful servants of God.  Elsewhere in this newsletter you will find an “Opportunity Sheet” that lists many of 
those opportunities.  Would you please prayerfully consider how you can best serve your congregation and 
your God by volunteering for one, or even more than one, of these opportunities.  Just read through the list, 
check the ones you are willing to volunteer for; then return the form to the church office or put it in the offer-
ing plate.  Each member of your family should fill out a separate sheet.  More sheets are available in the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to be a faithful servant.   



 This article appeared in the Frankfort Times on Sat urday, January 9 

Please visit wwwrossvillepresby.org and click on the ‘shopping’ tab to see what stores, including Amazon 
are supporting our cause. Revenue generated by shopping online will benefit our missions. 

HAITI CONNECTION 
 

     In 2004, Dr Sue Green, Rossville dentist who has made several mission trips to Haiti, brought to our atten-
tion the need of funds to build a church there. Victor, the pastor of The Church of God in Christ of the New 
Covenant, came and spoke to our congregation. We launched a “Change for Haiti” campaign to raise money 
for a roof. That roof was completed and we received a video of the congregation worshipping in their new ce-
ment block building (see pictures). Thus began our connection with a Haitian congregation. 
     It has been learned that Victor and several members of his congregation survived the earthquake. We 
have now begun collecting donations and will continue to do so until we determine their specific needs. If you, 
like many others have been wondering how you could help in Haiti, this may be your opportunity to help 
someone and know where your dollars are going. Donations by check may be made out to Rossville Presby-
terian Church (memo Haiti) and sent to 5434 W State Rd 26, Rossville IN 46065 or placed in the offering 
plate. Thank you. 



������������������������������������������������������������� ���
The Jr/Sr High class has taken the time and effort to make their room a bright and cheerful place to be. Last 
fall in one our class discussions it was mentioned that they would like to paint and add murals to the room. 
After securing permission from the Property and Maintenance committee and the Session we started the 
process of wall sketches and color selection. Each wall was assigned to a person or group of kids to design 
and select colors for their walls. We have very talented kids in our church and their imagination and talent is 
showcased in this room. The room is not quite finished yet but please take the time to look in and see their 
work. The pictures of the whole process are on the church website under Kids Class Painting. We plan to fin-
ish off the project with an area rug, tables and maybe some new seating making this a comfortable place to 
study God’s word and how it relates to their lives. 
The church members and their parents should be proud of this group of kids; they know God’s word and en-
deavor to do his work. Let’s continue to help and guide them as they continue their journeys. 

The room is located at the front of the 
sanctuary on the west side of the 
church. 
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3 John 2:  Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in health, just as your soul prospers. 
 

Role of the Parish Nurse 
 

I thought it might be helpful to remind the congreg ation of the many duties that the Parish Nurse 
Ministry can and / or does  provide. 
 

Functions/Responsibilities: 
Health Educator: †Initiates health screenings, such as blood pressures.  
 †Assists in developing and planning wellness programs and health education 

activities in the congregational setting. 
 †Works as an educator to promote harmony of the   body, mind, and spirit. 
 †Teaches and instructs individuals and families in the use of appropriate self 

care of health-promoting techniques, as needed. 
 †Contributes to the Church newsletter on a monthly basis. 
 

Counselor: †Is available for meeting and / or telephone consultation with parishioners. 
†Makes separate and/or joint visits with pastor to parishioners in their home, 
hospital, or nursing home, as appropriate. 

 

Health Advocate: †Acts as a parishioner advocate. 
†Assists parishioners to relate to the complex medical health-care system. 

 †Ensures the protection of parishioners’ rights and maintains confidentiality of 
all parishioner information. 

 †Maintains a clinical record according to the guidelines of the Parish Nursing 
standards. 

 

Referral Resource: †Consults and refers to other health-care providers as needed. 
 †Participates in conferences, training, and other programs and meetings as 

needed to develop resource systems. 
 

Support Group †Teaches workshops or small group sessions about health care. 
Developer: 
 

The Parish Nurse is available to help parishioners in any way needed regarding their health and 
health care. 

Please remember our friends In your prayers…  
 

Nursing Home Beulah Heise Mark Crane 
 

Serving in the Armed Forces 
Runnar Crane  Travis Perkins 
Ens Darray Hunt (K Hollingsworth’s g-granddaughter) 
 

Cancer Issues 
Missi Metzger  Phil Buck  Linda Hodgen 
Larry Lawson  Kasey Kelley Jody Bassett 
Sara Soupir (J Engen’s cousin) Beulah Heise 
Zeyad Kudsi (Z Griffey’s brother) Frank Kollar 
Blake Kamstra (G/P Kamstra’s g-grandson) 
Braylie Kellogg (J/S Kellogg’s granddaughter) 
 

Special Prayers  Kyle Elston Ron & Janet Gaylor 
Rainbow Connection    Abby Gilbert 
Paula Wagner (W Parnell’s daughter) 
Robert Rush (W Hufford’s uncle) 

PARISH NURSE CORNER 
by Jan Sandos, RN, Parish Nurse 

Please call one of the following: 
Bill Ruch   765-379-3164 
John Everett  765-379-3653 
Polly Merrick  765-379-2801 
Jan Sandos  765-379-2287 

with prayer concerns. 
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ROSSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 

Sunday School:  9:00A  Fellowship:  9:45A  Worship:  10:15A 
 
 Pastor:  Rev John Everett 
 Clerk of Session:  Phyllis Hodson-Hutsell 
 Office Administrator:  Polly Merrick 
 Christian Education:  Cheryl McIlrath 
 Fellowship:  Ron and Linda McMains 
 Finance & Stewardship:  Joe Hufford 
 Member Care:  Bill Ruch 
 Mission & Evangelism:  Jim Perkins 
 Property & Maintenance:  Charlie Beard & Dick Hackerd 
 Worship:  Jan Sandos 
 Tech Team:  Mike Hufford 
 Parish Nurse:  Jan Sandos 
 Event Coordinator:  Ken Miller 
 Custodian:  Tracy Fife 
 

 Rev John Everett 
 311 N Gaddis St 
 Rossville IN 46065 
 765-379-3653 
 revev@rossvillepresby.org 

Rossville Presbyterian Church 
5434 W State Rd 26, Rossville IN 46065 
765-379-2801 
www.rossvillepresby.org 
rpc@rossvillepresby.org 
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