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THE ADVENT SEASON, the four weeks leading up to Christmas, are perhaps the busiest, most hectic times of the year.
In the breathless rush to make the most of the season, it is easy to forget that this sacred season is less about “holiday
cheer” and more about a “holy child.” Advent is our opportunity — a gift from God in itself — to re-orient ourselves to re-
ceive the gift of Jesus. Here, in descending order, are the Top 10 things not to do during Advent.

10. Do not forget your rituals:

Be careful not to treat Advent as just another busy time of the year. When we enter the Advent season, life is supposed
to be different. Rituals in your personal and/or family life can help you slow down and prayerfully ponder the gift of the
Incarnation, the Son of God made flesh. Take time daily to relax, meditate or pray.

9. Do not add to the frenzy:

Try not to add to the craziness of this season by being frantic yourself about last minute

shopping, entertaining. or decorating.

8. Do not forget your Bibles:

What Bible passages point to Advent themes of preparation, promise, hope, expectancy, God’s enduring faithfulness,
the time when God's kingdom will be fulfilled? Advent is an excellent time of the year to familiarize yourself again with
the Bible’s stories that lead up to the birth of Jesus.

7. Do not try to be perfect for the Holidays:

Believe it or not, it's not the end of the world if the Christmas tree has a bare spot on one side, if a bulb in one of the win-
dow candles is burnt out, or if you cannot find just the perfect gift for Uncle Bob. The holiday season can be stressful
enough without allowing the drive for perfection to overwhelm you.

6. Do not over do your schedule:

Learn to say “no” to some of the demands or events that may beg for your presence, however enjoyable or good they
may be. Know your limits. As the saying goes, “Too much of a good thing is still too much.”

5. Do not overdo gifts:

| recently heard of a study that indicates children on average receive 60% more for Christmas

than they expect. Very good news for parents right? But it also indicates that while parents need to be very clear with
their children about expectations, ever more important is that they themselves need to be consistent with these expecta-
tions in their own gift giving. Remember, the focus is Jesus, God’s supreme gift to us, not our gifts to others.

4. Do not go into additional debt:

Perhaps this is easier said than done. However, it is important to remember that the gift-giving of Christmas is supposed
to spring from and be a sign of our gratitude to God for his gift-giving of Jesus. Rather than large grandiose, expensive
gifts, consider giving smaller, more thoughtful items.

3. Do not expect the culture to follow your lead:

A truly Christian approach to the month of December will inevitably be counter-cultural. If you embrace much of this list,
have faith in what you are doing. Christmas is not about Martha Stewart-quality centerpiece, the gourmet Christmas
feast, or getting the “hot toy of the

year.” Our spiritual health depends on our resisting the cultural message that we need to get out

and “shop till we drop.” Jesus came into the world to die for a different reason.

2. Do not forget the less fortunate:

Remember that the real Christmas story is not set in a warm and cozy house, tastefully decorated and filled with more
gifts than can fit under the tree, however wonderful that all may be. The real Christmas story is set amidst those who
know enduring poverty and danger. What

more loving witness could you offer than to seek out some holiday opportunity to identify with the poor and downtrodden
as God does?

1. Do not wait until Christmas Eve to come to Churc  h!

Avoid the holiday rush and join us for worship in the weeks leading up to Christmas. Worship in the church is absolutely
beautiful this time of year, with beautiful and powerful Advent hymns. Join us for Advent worship and allow it to bring you
back to a sense of expectancy and alertness for the coming of God into our world, into your very life.



SESSION SUMMARY
November 10, 2010 Stated Meeting

Present: John Everett, Phyllis Hodson-Hutsell, Cheryl Mcllrath, Jan Sandos, Dick Hackerd, Charlie Beard, Jim Perkins,
Joe Hufford, and Bill Ruch.

Clerk’s Report: Tonight's agenda was approved. Approved minutes from October 13 stated meeting. Noted deaths of
Noble Hodgen and James Hackerd

Pastor’'s Report:  Received list of John's activities for the month. Approved his vacation request for November 22-26.
Treasurer’'s Report: Received report dated October 31. Michele Houser has submitted her resignation as treasurer;
she will consider being assistant treasurer. Balance sheet approved as presented.

Christian Education:  Received report.

Mission and Evangelism:  Shoeboxes will be sent next Monday or Tuesday. Pumpkin rolls are almost finished.
Worship: Received report. Communion served November 7. Hanging of the Greens will be November 28. There will
be two Christmas Eve services. An offering was received from Clinton County Church Women United. Session voted to
divide the proceeds evenly between the Rossville Food Pantry and the school’'s Christmas Angel program.

Property and Maintenance: Received report. Tracy Fife has submitted her resignation as custodian. The position will
be offered to Gabby Green at the current salary paid Tracy.

Member Care: Received report. Funeral dinners were served to families of Noble Hodgen and James Hackerd.
Administration and Finance: = Budgets were to be turned in at tonight's meeting.

Personnel: Received report.

Old Business: There haven't been many problems noted in the 6 months since newsletter went electronic except by
request. Discussed whether to sell organ. Jan will get estimates of worth.

New Business: Discussed Tech Committee’s proposal to put a projector in Fellowship Hall. Session voted to approve
the project and to allot $1,700. Funds above the amount in Tech budget will come from Capital Improvements Fund.
Congregational Meeting: A Congregational meeting for the purpose of electing officers will be Nov. 21 immediately
following worship.

Presbytery Meeting:  Nov. 23. John will be on vacation. Jan will attend as elder commissioner.

Next Stated Meeting: December 8, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. New Session members will be invited.

December 5 All-Church Christmas Ornament Workshop, following Fellowship Luncheon
December 10 All Church Caroling!

December 12 Babysitting for the Community. Committee — Katie, Justin, Taylor
December 19 Babysitting for the Community. Committee — Katie, Justin, Taylor

January 15 Ice Skating Committee — Bethany, Lauralei

February 06 Souper Bowl

February (tbd)  Lock-in u t’h
March 08 Pancake Dinner/ Wii Bowling 4 .
April (tbd) Creation Museum/ Great Wolf Lodge

May (tbd) Humane Society
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The current Women'’s Bible study covers Revelation.

*On Tuesday, December 7 at 6:15P, a special guest, **Sim, who is from Turkey, will present slides of ruins
and present day Turkey, the site of seven early Christian churches, mentioned in Revelation. Anyone of the
church is welcome to come that evening to learn more about the Bible.

*Note change of date and time. **Sinem Senol (Sim) is a co-worker and friend of Suzanne Ahlersmeyer.
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RAINBOW CONNECTION

g Forms for Scrip Card Orders, due December 6 are on the bulletin board. §

Cards for a variety of businesses and restaurants can be bought to use yourself or give as gifts.
A portion of the card purchase goes to Rainbow Connection.
% If you have questions, call Theresa at 765-379-2509.
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Darryl Baldwin has assumed the position of choir director as of November
15. He led a similarly sized choir in his former church, the United Church of
Christ in Lacon, Il. Having spent over 20 years as choir director, Darryl is
| right at home leading our choir. Currently, the choir is working on Christ-
mas music to be sung beginning Advent Sunday, November 28. And it's
not too late to join the choir. The more voices, the bigger the sound!!!
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Judy Virostek is in charge of the
December 5th Fellowship Luncheon
? Meat and potatoes will be provided.
Please, please bring a salad or dessert.
Thank you!
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CHURCH NEWSLETTER

About six months’ ago, the Session agreed to start sending the church newsletter by e-mail to as many
families as possible. This was done in an effort to save money and to save the time it takes to prepare the
newsletter for sending through regular mail. At this time the majority of church members and friends receive
the newsletter by e-mail. However, some people have asked that they receive the newsletter by regular mail
instead.

Your Session is aware that there may still be some of you who would really prefer to receive the newsletter
by regular mail. If you are one of those persons, please do not hesitate to let your wishes be known to Polly.
She will simply take your name off the e-mail list and add it to the regular mail list.

There are many interesting articles, pictures, information, health tips, etc., in the newsletter. We feel that it
is important for you to receive the newsletter in a manner that is most helpful to you so that you are able to
read it and enjoy it.



DECEMBER 2010 WORSHIP TEAM DECEMBER 5, 2010 COMMUNION SERVERS
Gracie Jackson and Darryl Baldwin Nancy Alling Bill Ruch Bert Ruch
Charlie Beard Linda Beard Phyllis Hodson-Hutsell
Janis Miller David Bodine Dick Hackerd
6D <= A8 ﬁ”@ T DECEMBI_ER 24, 201Q COMMUNION SERVERS
Ron McMains Louis Sandos Jan Sandos
Marcia Eller Jill Hufford

DECEMBER 2010 VOLUNTEERS

December 5 December 12 December 19 December 24 December 26
Liturgist Jill Hufford Jill Hufford L Sandos L Sandos
Praise L Sandos / D Hackerd K Miller / J Engen D Baldwin /J Crow L Sandos /J Hufford K Miller / J Jones
Ushers C/MS Whitlock C/MS Whitlock M/ D Ogleshy R /L McMains M/ D Ogleshy
Greeters T Bluemke / J Wolf T Bluemke / J Wolf R /KT Roth J/ K Everett R / KT Roth
Acolytes Communion S Hrdlicka / M Hufford M / K Houser J Kyc / B Mcllrath
Nursery A Abbott / M Hufford C / B Mcllrath T Fife / K Crow G / A Murphy
P A System M Hufford M Hufford S Savoldi K Miller S Savoldi
Screen Prep D Houser B Ruch M Houser P Hodson-Hutsell
Screen Pres D Houser B Ruch M Houser P Hodson-Hutsell
Geo Prayer C Coffin L Sandos J Sandos R Roth
Prayer Partner S Ahlersmeyer R Roth K T Roth J Sandos K Hollingsworth
Cookies D Hackerd K Everett K T Roth L McMains

Instructions are available. If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a replacement and call the church office at 765-379-2801. Thanks!

ROSSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Sermon Titles and Topics, December 2010

December 5

Lectionary for the Lord’s Day: Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19; Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12

Text: Isaiah 11:1-10

Title: Preparing for a Perfect World

Main Idea: Isaiah’s message is about an ideal society, one where everyone gets along. We all long for a per-
fect world. And the good news is that a better world is coming.

December 12

Lectionary for the Lord’s Day: Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 146:5-10; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11
Text: Isaiah 35:1-10

Title: The Holy Way

Main ldea: Wilderness exists for all of us. God does not take them away, but changes its sheer
terror and desolation by entering it.

December 19

Lectionary for the Lord’'s Day: Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25
Text: Isaiah 7:10-16

Title: Stop, Drop, Cover, and Roll

Main ldea: Let us stop all the busyness of our own plans, drop to our knees at the manger,

cover our souls with the security blanket of God’s presence, and roll with joy that God is in control.

December 26

Lectionary for the Lord’s Day: Isaiah 63:7-9; Psalm 148; Hebrews 2:10-18; Matthew 2:13-23

Text: Hebrews 2:10-18

Title: The Deeper Meaning of Christmas

Main Idea: Before Christmas slips away, let us spend a few minutes reflecting on the deeper meaning of this
unique time of year.




]
E‘P['J There is now a 60 inch monitor
/T fﬂEMNEE installed on the back (north) wall of the sanctuary. John is very
@ [ happy to be able to see the hymns and readings that others
- are viewing on the front screens. Praise leaders and liturgists
:!a Mike Hufford, Chair as well as anyone else who happens to be in front of the sanc-
!Laaﬂ Charlie Beard tuary can easily see this screen.
QJ Phyllis Hodson-Hutsell The next item the tech team has addressed is the installa-
- I?"?c”h%g"lfl‘osier tion of a projector and pull down screen in the fellowship hall.
Josh Hufford By the time you read this, the project should be completed.
Qag Justin Hufford This will enable the youth group to view movies, groups to
Eg Bert Ruch view presentations, as well as overflow crowds (such as Rain-
=, Don Wallace bow Connection Christmas program) to be able to view the
E!g same things that are on the sanctuary screens.

A big thank you to Tech Team Chairman Mike Hufford who
masterminded these projects and saw them through to completion with various helpers. Funds were
provided by donations designated for technology as well as some session appropriated capital im-
provement funds.

OPERATION

“Your gift of love may be the door
God uses to open a child’s heart to
Jesus Christ.”

Franklin Graham, President
Samaritan’s Purse

Samaritan’s Purse reports that out of every three children that receives an Operation Christmas Child Shoe-
box one will accept Christ. Praise the Lord! And a huge Thank You to the RPC congregation who packed
eighty-one shoeboxes filled with the love of Christ! The $7 shipping fee was paid from the Pumpkin Roll
sales and a Follow Your Box barcode label was attached to each shoebox. The barcode label will provide
us with information on the destination of our shoeboxes. Last year our shoeboxes were delivered to Ghana
and it will be exciting to find out where they go to this year. So watch for more details. In a few days,
Wrena Hufford and Marcia Eller will be traveling to Charlotte, NC to volunteer at the OCC shoebox process-
ing center. Please pray for Wrena and Marcia. Blessings to everyone for being a part of this Help with a
Heart mission project and for sharing the true meaning of Christmas, Jesus Christ.

Luke 2:14



The Rossville Presbyterian Youth  hosted a chicken noodle dinner and talent show on Friday night, Novem-
ber 12. The talent portion featured, pianists, singers, drama, and comedy.

Jessica Kyc (right) and her
friend Michaela performed
a version of “Who’s on First”

Bob Jones served as em-
cee and kept the audience
in stitches between acts.

Rossville High School's Sophisticated Ladies, a vocal ensemble, performed during worship service on
Sunday, November 14. The group includes our own Amy Murphy, Bethany Mcllrath, Lauralei Hutsell,
Kendall Crow, and Taylor Houser.

* = Lauralei, Taylor, Bethany, Kendall, Amy



Thanksgiving Activities with the Rainbow Connection Kids

John and Kay , with the help of Dick & Dinah Hackerd and Polly Merrick , spent a Thursday morn-
ing with the Rainbow Connection Childcare kids. The kids made a craft to keep and were treated to
stories read by Polly and Kay. More pictures can be found on the church website.

The congregation was treated to special
music by our own worship band on Sun-
day, November 21. Ryan Rollins, Josh
Hufford, Justin Hufford, Micah Dunlap,

Taylor Houser, and Lauralei Hutsell led
the hymns for the service. They were
joined by a friend Sawyer Burns on guitar
for the anthem.




Around 90 people enjoyed the second chili cook-off held on Sunday, November 7. The event, spon-
sored by the Member Care Committee, featured twelve chili soups submitted for judging by four se-
guestered judges. Each contestant named their chili with a biblical name that was judged by the con-
gregation who voted by ballot. The name ‘Sweet Jesus’ Chili was chosen best name and was sub-
mitted by the team of Josh Hufford, Lauralei Hutsell, and Jessica Kyc . The top three chili soups
belonged to 1st-Judy Virostek , 2nd-Bert Ruch , and 3rd-Phyllis Kamstra . Judges were Phyllis
Miller, Kevin Hall, Dick Hackerd, and Louis Sandos.

Doug Houser with
many sample cups

Ken Miller presented Jessica, Josh,
and Lauralei a bottle of Beano. The kids
had no idea what Beano is!!

Phyllis, Judy, and Bert were each
awarded a bottle of chili powder.

Clinton County Church Women United  held it ‘s meeting at Rossville Presbyterian Church on Fri-
day, November 5. Around 50 women enjoyed a soup and salad luncheon, the vocal talents of Ross-
ville Elementary School's Resmiranda, and a program by Marcia Eller about her African missions.

Resmiranda
Linda Mcllrath, Janice Silverthorn,
Virginia Cottrell in line. Marcia Eller in
African celebration
attire

Food & Fellowship



Baking Fun & Fellowship

If you have never visited the Pumpkin Roll baking
kitchen, please add that to your list of Things to Do next
November. All ingredients are pre-measured and
counted. Every Pumpkin Roll baker has his/her work-
space and knows the “pumpkin roll lingo.” A few mo-
ments of quiet reflection and a prayer is offered up then
everyone scurries around setting up their work area.
The cracking of the eggs, the tapping of the pans, the
chatter and laughter begins and in less than eight hours
the baking is done. Within three days of baking fun and
fellowship a total of 532 pumpkin rolls are baked! And
the words Sold Out are soon heard.

Phyllis pre-measuring the pumpkin after all 60
cans of pumpkin are opened. And yes, she
has opened ALL the cans since 2004.

Dick on clean-up duty and Linda and Tina mix-
ing the batter. Improvements are constantly be-
ing made and we thank Tina for trying hers this
year.

Dinah and Stacey spreading cream cheese fill-
ing in the cool & breezy raised table height area.

The Mission Committee is excited that once again
the RPC congregation supported this project. A
BIG HALLELUJAH & THANK YOU goes to Jack &
Cheryl Coffin, Ken & Janis Miller, Maury & Diane
Ogleshy, Linda McMains, Marcia Eller, Dick &
Dinah Hackerd, Wrena Hufford, Cindy Perkins,
Bert Ruch, Phyllis Miller, Phyllis Kamstra,
Marian Smith and our newbie's Tina Hall and
Stacy Miller . Hallelujah!! Also to Kathryn
Hollingsworth and Nancy Irmeger  for their refrig-
erator/freezer space. And to the school's cafeteria
staff for the use of their super sized mixer.

Maury, Linda, Diane and Jack relax and enjoy

o a time of fellowship after three days of baking.
Help with a Heart



PARISH NURSE CORNER
by Jan Sandos, RN, Parish Nurse

Luke 14:15... “Blessed is he who shall eat bread int  he kingdom of God.”
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Taken from www.Zonya.com

Please Pray For ...

Serving in the Armed Forces
Runnar Crane Travis Perkins

Stewart McVay (W and M Wolf’'s great-grandson)
Ens Darray Hunt (K Hollingsworth’s great-granddaughter)

Nursing Home

Please call one of the following:

Bill Ruch 765-379-3164

John Everett 765-379-3653

Polly Merrick 765-379-2801

Jan Sandos 765-379-2287
with prayer concerns.

Bill Savory

Cancer Issues
Linda Hodgen
Kay Rollins
Jody Bassett
Rich Roth

Wilma Parnell

Larry Lawson
Fred Rodkey

Fred Adams

Donnalee Watson (Cindy Perkin’s mother)
Braylie Kellogg (J and S Kellogg's granddaughter)
Blake Kamstra (G and P Kamstra’s great-grandson)

Special Prayers
Kyle Elston
Joyce Jones
James Stocker
Bruce Stocker

Betsy Remaly
Chris Stocker
Denise Baldwin
Cheryl Mcllrath

Scales Family (related to Judy Virostek)
Paula Wagner (Wilma Parnell’'s daughter)






Rossville Presbyterian Church
5434 W State Rd 26, Rossville IN 46065
765-379-2801

www.rossvillepresby.org
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ROSSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Fellowship: 9:45A

Sunday School: 9:00A

Pastor: Rev John Everett

Clerk of Session: Phyllis Hodson-Hutsell
Office Administrator:  Polly Merrick
Christian Education:  Cheryl Mcllrath
Fellowship: Ron and Linda McMains
Finance & Stewardship: Joe Hufford
Member Care: Bill Ruch

Mission & Evangelism: Jim Perkins

Property & Maintenance: Charlie Beard & Dick Hackerd

Worship: Jan Sandos

Tech Team: Mike Hufford
Parish Nurse: Jan Sandos
Event Coordinator: Ken Miller
Custodian: Tracy Fife

Rev John Everett

311 N Gaddis St

Rossville IN 46065
765-379-3653
revev@rossvillepresby.org

Worship: 10:15A




