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It has been a faithful month at Rossville Presbyterian. As we enter spring and we think about planting flowers and gar-
dens I invite you to reflect on the parable of the sower in Matthew 13:1-9. While you plant seeds and work in the dirt think about your 
faith and discipleship. The parable of the sower, told to us by Jesus, is one of many pictures of what the Kingdom of heaven is like. In 
the parable the Kingdom of God is described as a place where the sower throws seed around with abandon very much aware some 
seed will land on rocky ground, or get choked out by thorns or land on good soil and yield a bountiful harvest.  

It seems to me this is a pretty good description of life as well as the Kingdom of God. Sometimes our good efforts are suc-
cessful and sometimes our good efforts fall short. We may get discouraged if we are not successful, but I think the parable tells us not 
to focus on success, rather just keep on spreading the seeds and let them fall where they will. The parable tells us to trust God to 
make our efforts fruitful. Trusting is not always easy in fact sometimes it is hard. Trusting is foundational to faith and being faithful dis-
ciples is our purpose.  

When we sow seeds with abandon we learn about living in God s Kingdom. We learn not to be selective about where or with 
whom we share God s love, grace and peace. God s kingdom is not a place where we can say this person looks good so I will plant a 
seed there or I won t put a seed there because it is no use fooling with him or her. The parable says let it go on the path and in the 
weeds and on the thin soil. Randomly scatter the Good News of the gospel do not try to predict what the result will be. We most likely 
will be surprised at how God works. 

When we sow seeds with abandon we also learn the success of the harvest is not up to us. We are to plant the seed. It is 
God s seed and we are to trust the seed to grow. Trust there is enough of the gracious love of God for everybody. This is risky. It does 
not seem practical. It seems wasteful. But, we are told the harvest comes unexpectedly and is much more extravagant than we could 
have ever anticipated. 

The author Paul Wilkes in his book Excellent Protestant Congregations says Blessed are the risk takers for they have re-
vealed the Kingdom of God. Wilkes did a search across the nation looking for congregations who were living out the parable of the 
sower. He described his efforts by saying he was looking for congregations that impacted the lives of their people and were making a 
difference in their communities, local churches that were beacons of hope and guidance and examples of what is means to be a prac-
ticing Christian today. The churches he identified were large and small, in big cities and small towns, and had both great and small 
resources. 

Wilkes develops a list of traits of what he calls excellent congregations. There are too many to list them all, but I would like to 
share a few of the traits that are signs of living as the parable of the sower lives. Churches that impacted the lives of their people and 
made a difference in their communities were: 

Reaching out beyond there comfort zone. This included both reaching to people they were not always comfortable around 
and practices of worship and ministry that were new and different. 

Willing to break up and reassemble. When something is not working or a new need arises, excellent churches are ready to 
put aside old practices and try doing things in a way they have never done it before. This is done with prayerful discernment 
not hap-hazardly. 

Unafraid of being vulnerable and of making mistakes. Wilkes says a church that doesn t make mistakes and recognize its 
faults will not become an excellent church. Don t be afraid to throw the seed on all kinds of soil. 

Are innovative about different spiritual approaches. Excellent churches realize there are many paths to God. 

Wilkes concludes by reminding us of the lesson of the parable of the sower by saying: the congregations he found that had 
the greatest impact on people s lives were signs to us all that if we trust in God, God will be with us through it all.

 

That s the Good News from Rossville Presbyterian, where all the women have strong faith, the men are full of wisdom and 
the children are above average. 

Blessings,  

Bob 



ROSSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Church Operating Financial Statement as of February 29, 2008  

Church Operating Fund

 

                 Budget

  

                   Actual

   

                  Over/Under

 

Income                                               25,786.00                 20,931.86                -4,854.14 
Expense                                             32,276.00

 

                25,597.50

 

               -6,678.50

 

Net Income                                         - 6,490.00                - 4,665.64                 1,824.36  

Needed Weekly To Meet Budget:    2,975.00

 

February 03, 2008                                3,017.85 
February 10, 2008                                1,354.25 
February 17 , 2008                               6,450.74 
February 24, 2008                                1,270.53 

SESSION SUMMARY  

Your session met on Monday, March 17

 
Present-Maury Oglesby, Ron McMains, Marty Horn, Cheryl McIlrath, Toni Bluemke, Ken Miller Jill Hufford, Marcia 
Eller, Bert Ruch 
Excused-Joe Hufford 
Devotions by Ron McMains 
Approved minutes of February 21 meeting 
Approved continuing education time for Bob March 30-April 3 and vacation time for April 4-10 
Received request from the Perkins for financial support of the RHS after prom party and voted to contribute $100 to 
this event 
Confirmation class will attend a retreat at Geneva Center April 11-13, will meet with session on April 17 and will join 
church on May 11 
Received treasurer s report as information 
Reported communion served on March 2 
Learned Rainbow of Songs netted $600 for the Rainbow Connection Childcare 
Mission, Evangelism, and Fellowship Committee is preparing Easter treats for children at Rainbow Connection and 
will host an Easter Egg hunt for them 
Meditation garden will be complete by June 30 and dedication will be held sometime in July or August 
Ron reported on the progress of the PNC Committee 
Voted to financially support Matt and Brooke White McClain family who are missionaries in Costa Rica. $200 will be 
sent per month until August 2009 with money coming from budgeted mission funds 
Ken and Maury are looking into possibilities of media presentation equipment for the sanctuary 
Next meeting will be April 17-Jill Hufford to provide devotions 
Meeting was closed with prayer at 10 p.m. 

Thank you so much to all who have made my 
50th birthday a happy one. I feel blessed to be 
a part of this caring church family.      Polly 

This past Easter the Evangelism/Mission Committee 
reached out to eight families in our community.  A filled 
food basket was delivered to each family blessing them 
with Easter joy and love.  A special thank you to the mem-
bers of the congregation who baked and iced a cake to 
complete the food basket.  What a blessing it is to be part 
of a congregation so willing to step outside their own 
church walls!       

A total of $627 was collected at the Community Good Friday and Easter Sunrise services for the Rossville Community 
Outreach. Thank you to all who gave. Donations from individuals and organizations are always welcome to this worth-
while cause. Contributions can be mailed to the church at 5434 W State Rd 26 or placed in one of the pew envelopes 
and marked accordingly. Your contribution will then be forwarded to the Community Outreach. 



April 2008 Volunteers   

                                April 6                                   April 13                          April 20                          April 27 
Liturgists                Ken Miller                             Ken Miller                       Joyce Jones                   Joyce Jones 
Ushers                     L Bodine / J Miller                 L Bodine / J Miller           D / D Hackerd                 D / D Hackerd 
Greeters                  M / D Oglesby                       D / J Murphy                   T Bluemke / J Wolf         T Bluemke / J Wolf 
Acolytes                  Communion                           A / N Murphy                  S / D Hrdlicka                 S / D Hrdlicka 
Children s Time                                                                                           Toni Bluemke                 Phyllis Hodson-Hutsell 
Nursery                   K T Roth                               G / A Murphy                  Tina Hall                         Tina Hall 
P A System             David Bodine                        David Bodine                  Bob Jones                      Bob Jones 
Geo Prayer              Jill Hufford                            Joyce Jones                   Cheryl Coffin                  Bob Jones  

May 2008 Volunteers   

                                May 4                                    May 11                           May 18                           May 25 
Liturgists                Jack Coffin                            Jack Coffin                     Bert Ruch                       Bert Ruch 
Ushers                     S / S Miller                            S / S Miller                      E Glenn / Bill Ruch         E Glenn / Bill Ruch 
Greeters                  P Garrett / S Barnard            P Garrett / S Barnard     T Eller / P Miller              T Eller / P Miller 
Acolytes                  Communion                           M / K Houser                  M / K Houser                  S / D Hrdlicka 
Children s Time      Rev McAulay                        Eleanor Hodgen             Jan Sandos                     Cindy Perkins 
Nursery                   Cheryl Coffin                         Cheryl Coffin                  Marcia Eller                     Marcia Eller 
P A System             Mike Hufford                         Mike Hufford                   Ken Miller                       Ken Miller 
Geo Prayer              Toni Bluemke                       Mike Hufford                   Jan Sandos                     Ginny Murphy   

Instructions are available. If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a replacement and call the church office at 765-379-2801. Thanks! 

April 6 Communion Servers  

Marcia Eller              Jill Hufford         Maury Oglesby 
Ted Roberson         Bill & Bert Ruch 
Chuck & Mary Sue Whitlock              K T Roth  

May 4 Communion Servers  

Linda Beard              Toni Bluemke    Jack Coffin 
Eugene Glenn         Eleanor Hodgen 

 
April Worship Team 

Mary Sue Whitlock 

The Worship Committee would like to sincerely 
thank the congregation in making the sanctuary a 
true worship experience on Easter! Bless You All. 

GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD IN MEMORY OF:          BY: 
Joseph David Houser                                                          Doug, Michele, Taylor, Madison & Kennedy Houser 
Roscoe Wolf, Robert & Josephine Bluemke                        Dan & Toni Bluemke 
Marcia (Hodgen) Parsons & Gary Hodgen                          Noble & Eleanor Hodgen 
The Four Deceased Children in Cottonwood MN                 Jessica Engen 
Evelyn Glenn                                                                         Eugene Glenn 
Our Parents                                                                          Robert & Janice Silverthorn 
Our Parents                                                                          Martin & Shirley Horn 
Our Parents                                                                          Bill & Bert Ruch 
Our Parents, Brothers & Sisters                                          George & Phyllis Kamstra 
All the Departed Saints of Rossville Presbyterian Church    Louis & Jan Sandos 
Our Grandparents                                                               Kevin & Tina Hall 
Gary Snapp & Traci Snapp                                                  Mona Reynolds 
Herschel Smith                                                                     Marian Smith 
June Savory & Mabel Carson                                              Bill Savory 
Our Grandparents                                                               David & Ginny Murphy 
Jim & Nikki Murphy                                                              Murphy Children 
John & Mary McMains                                                         Ron & Linda McMains  

GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD IN HONOR OF:             BY: 
Jean Wolf, Our Children and Grandchildren                        Dan & Toni Bluemke 
Our Risen Lord                                                                     Rich & K T Roth 
Children & Grandchildren                                                    Mr & Mrs Fred Rodkey 
Our Children & Church Family                                             Mike & Jill Hufford 

Question:   Do you know who changes the table decorations   
                   in the narthex every couple months and why?  

Answer:      Phyllis Kamstra changes the table decorations   
                   in Memory of her mother. 



GENEVA CENTER SUMMER CAMP     

If you would like to attend Geneva Center Summer Camp, but have not yet received an 
application, contact the church office.    

Funds have been budgeted to assist church members and regular attendees with the 
fee. Monies will be split equally according to the number of youth attending.    

In order to keep accurate records, youth are asked to submit to the church a completed 
copy of each application. (Camps are filled on a first-come-first-serve basis.) The church 
will send checks of appropriate reimbursements after May 15, 2008. 

SPEAKING OF BIRTHDAYS...  

Sofia Elena was born February 25, 2008 to Ben and Elena Wallace, Warroad MN. 
She weighed six pounds and ten ounces. Her big brother is Zotiy, and her proud 
grandparents are Don and Marilyn Wallace. Congratulations! 

WII BOWLING FUN  

Invite your friends to an evening of fellowship, fun and food. Come and join 
the fun as the Fellowship room is transformed into a Wii bowling alley on 
Sunday, April 6 from 4 

 

7 pm.  All ages can quickly learn to play after 
just a few practice swings.  The snack bar will be open with refreshments 
so come and cheer your church family & friends as they roll strikes or gut-
ter balls! Prizes will be awarded and no bowling shoes required! 

B i r t hday Bash

  

Plan t o at t en d t he chu r ch bi r t hday par t y on 
Su n day , A pr i l 27, a t 5:00 p.m ., i n t he F el low shi p 
H al l .  M eat , cake, dr i n ks, an d t able ser v i ce w i l l 
be pr ov i ded.  Please br i n g a cov er ed d i sh
salad, v eget able, f r u i t , et c.  A l l t hose w ho hav e 
birthday s i n t he sam e m on t h w i l l si t a t t he 
sam e t able.  Th i s w i l l be a fu n ev en i n g, w i t h en-
t er t a i n m en t for a l l age gr ou ps t o en joy .  Tr an s-
por t a t i on w i l l be av a i lable f or an y on e w ho 
needs a ride.  Hope to see you there!! 

FIRED UP FOR JESUS  

Eleven church members gathered on Wednesday, March 26 at the church for the Fired Up for Jesus meeting.  The 
lesson was on understanding God s plan of salvation as clearly as possible so that we can spread the Good News to 
others.  A good discussion about how we live the discipleship life in response to our salvation ensued.  The evening 
included praise singing and silent reflective prayer time.  Thanks to Jan Sandos for accompanying our music, Maury 
Oglesby for sharing a meaning CD, and Janis and Ken Miller for providing delicious refreshments.    

The next meeting will be on Wednesday, April 23 and we are looking forward to having our snowbirds and spring-
breakers back.  If you like to receive and give encouragement in your walk with Christ please come join us.  We all have 
something unique to share which makes us all richer. 

 


