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When | was a child, | loved the 4th of July. Wherever we lived, we celebrated that day with a picnic and spar-
klers that lit up the night sky. Perhaps my favorite July 4th was the one we spent in Abingdon, Virginia when |
was eight or nine. We were at my grandparents' house and all the cousins were there. There were platters of
fried chicken, bowls of potato salad, and our Abingdon cousins Joel and Jan taught us to spit watermelon
seeds. When dark came, we ran around chasing fireflies and the girl cousins. Over the years I've enjoyed a
lot of 4th of July evenings. In the early 80's in Louisville, Kentucky, my two children and Kay and | joined
thousands on both sides of the Ohio River. We stood and watched as enormous red, blue, purple, and gold
fireworks burst over our heads and sent sparks cascading towards earth. In 2004, after attending the 216"
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA) in Richmond, VA, Kay and | traveled north to Ocean
City, New Jersey where we celebrated the 4th. We sat on the boardwalk overlooking the ocean. The soft
sound of the surf was interrupted by the deep "boom! boom!" of the fireworks, the bright reflections shimmer-
ing across the waves. There was a time when many communities had parades, too, with the high school
marching band, the local beauty queen, and the VFW or American Legion color guard. But 4th of July pa-
rades don't happen that much any more. Perhaps patriotism is out of fashion. Thinking about that, | looked
up the definition of patriotism in the Random House Dictionary and it states simply: devoted love, support,
and defense of one's county. The Oxford English Dictionary was even simpler: love of country. Is it wrong for
someone to love their country? Is it wrong for a Christian to love their country? Certainly, it would be wrong
to love it above all else. After all, our ultimate allegiance lies with things not of this earthly realm; our ultimate
loyalty belongs to God. Perhaps what is important to remember that in our love of our country, in our commit-
ment to our responsibilities as citizens, we never forget that what should inform all aspects of our lives is our
love of God; that what should shape even our smallest decisions is our commitment to follow Jesus, the one
sent by God to teach us the way to live. | think that's what many of our forefathers and foremothers had in
mind: it's just that sometimes it seems those values get lost by the wayside. When | was still in grade school,
I memorized what is written on the Statue of Liberty for all to see. The last stanza of the poem The New Co-
lossus by Emma Lazarus goes like this:

Give me your tired, your poor,

Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me,
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!

Those words sound so familiar, like something I've heard so many times: "For | was hungry and you gave me
food, | was thirsty and you gave me drink, | was a stranger and you welcomed me, | was naked and you
clothed me, | was sick and you visited me, | was in prison and you came to me." As Christians, we are called
to hold up our lamps, to show people the way through a different door to a better life. The United States of
America: how blessed we are to live here. But on July 4th in the year 2010, the question | ask myself is, how
can we love our country if we do not love our people? In the midst of so much abundance, there are those
who struggle every day; there are those who suffer and feel totally abandoned. If we were all to give gener-
ously of what we have and share with those who have nothing, maybe some day there will be a glorious pa-
rade: a parade where everyone, rich and poor alike, can celebrate a new way, a new world: God's world.



SUMMARY OF JUNE 9, 2010 STATED SESSION MEETING MINU TES

Present: John Everett, Phyllis Hodson-Hutsell, Charlie Beard, Jan Sandos, Joe Hufford, Dick Hackerd, Bill
Ruch, and Jim Perkins.

Excused: Cheryl Mcllrath.

Pastor’'s Report: Received a list of John’s activities for the month.

Clerk’'s Report:  Minutes from stated meeting May 12 were approved.

Treasurer's Report:  Received Balance Sheet. Approved Treasurer’s report.

Mission and Evangelism:  Voted to approve a mission trip for flood relief to Nashville, TN through FEI on
July 24-31. Committee has decided to target last week of July each year for FEI mission trip. Voted to ap-
prove a float in Summer's End parade.

Worship: Learned that Sophisticated Ladies will sing during worship November 14. Communion was served
June 6.

Property and Maintenance: Voted to approve use of parking lot morning of Summer's End (to be finished
by noon) for Hornet Hustle 5K run.

New Business: There will be a called meeting on July 14 at 6:00 to discuss Building Use Policies and
Church Bylaws. Session members are asked to come ready to discuss policies and bylaws.

Next Stated Meeting: July 14, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. Bill Ruch will do devotions.

ICHTHUS 2010

Ichthus (pronounced Ick-thoose) is the Greek word for “fish.” It is also a festival held near Lexington, KY each
year. It was started 41 years ago as an answer to Woodstock. It features lots of Christian bands and several
speakers. This year's theme was BeCause — Be the Cause. R.O.Y. (Rossville Organization of Youth),
headed by Cheryl Jones of the Rossville United Methodist Church, takes a group to Ichthus each year. This
year, that group included 11 of our members. | was very excited to get to go and spend a lot of quality time
with Josh Hufford, Justin Hufford, Lauralei Hutsell, Taylor Houser, Jessica Kyc, Carson Crow, Madison Crow,
Mckenna Hufford, Sydney Hrdlicka, and Katie Hutsell. We left on Wednesday morning for our drive to Ken-
tucky. The drive took an extra couple of hours due to bus trouble, but we eventually made it down! We met
up with a group from Logansport. The Logansport group takes down all of the camping equipment, and
Rossville takes all of the food. This year, we had 95 people at our campsite, making us the largest group at
Ichthus! If you would like more information about Ichthus, you can check out their website at
www.ichthusfestival.org. Better yet — talk to one our kids and find out how God spoke directly to each one of
them during this 5 day festival. Maybe you’ll hear about some of the amazing bands we listened to. Maybe
you'll hear about boys wearing eyeliner or dresses. Maybe you’ll hear about the Dollar Club or one of the
other mission ideas they got at Ichthus. I'm sure you'll hear that they definitely plan to go back next year.
Some of us are even planning to attend a one-day event in Fort Wayne in September — join us if you like, it's
not just for youth!

Yourdn Wews

July 11 - 4:00 p.m. - Meet at the Coffins for lake activities
July 18 - 4:00 p.m. - Youth in the 6th grade and younger meet at the Everett’'s for swimming and pizza
July 25 - 5:00 p.m. - Make your own sub sandwich and help with We Care cards

We would like to thank everyone who helped the youth complete 8 baby disaster kits. We appreciate the
youth shoppers and packers. Also, many thanks to those adults who donated money and shopped for baby
items.

Many thanks to Wrena, the youth, and everyone who is working on the Milner lap quilts. Many long hours
have been given to this project and each lap quilt is an expression of our love to others.




Dear Church Family,

We do not know where to begin or how to thank you
enough for all that you have done for our family this
last year and a half. It was a difficult journey but with
you at our side it certainly helped to make it a little
easier. As we traveled the road you supported us
with a diaper shower, the youth quarter collection,
prayer shawls, donations, cards, visits and most im-
portant prayers. We know that Kasey reached his
final destination in heaven with God and is smiling
down on all you for the kindness you shared with his
family. Thank you and God be with you.

The Family of Kasey Kelley
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WELCOME

We wish to welcome Ella Irie into our midst.

She is the daughter of Abby and Cole Gilbert and
the sister of Haven.

Ella was born June 18, 2010, weighing seven
pounds and one ounce and measuring hineteen
inches long.

Her maternal grandparents are Toni and Dan
Bluemke and maternal great grandmother is Jean
Wolf.

Congratulations to all!

Please Pray For ...

Serving in the Armed Forces

Runnar Crane

Travis Perkins

Ens Darray Hunt (K Hollingsworth’s g-granddaughter)

Nursing Home
Bob Silverthorn

Cancer Issues

Missi Metzger

Linda Hodgen

Larry Lawson

Jody Bassett

Blake Kamstra (G / P Kamstra’s g-grandson)
Zeyad Kudsi (Zana Griffey’s brother)

Braylie Kellogg (J / S Kellogg’s granddaughter)

Special Prayers

Kyle Elston

Mark Crane

Paula Wagner (Wilma Parnell’'s daughter)
Bill Savory

Jean Wolf

Janice Silverthorn

Bruce Stocker

Marge Wolf

Please call one of the following:

Bill Ruch 765-379-3164
John Everett 765-379-3653
Polly Merrick 765-379-2801
Jan Sandos 765-379-2287

with prayer concerns.




JULY 2010 WORSHIP TEAM
Michele Houser and Jessica Engen

JULY 4, 2010 COMMUNION SERVERS
Cheryl Mcllrath  Jim Perkins Bill Ruch

Bert Ruch Kathryn Hollingsworth
JULY 2010 VOLUNTEERS
July 4 July 11 July 18 July 25
Liturgist W Hufford W Hufford M Oglesby M Oglesby
Praise Leaders D Baldwin / J Engen K Miller / J Crow D Baldwin / Jill Hufford L Sandos / J Jones
Ushers T /M Eller T /M Eller G Jackson / D Oglesby G Jackson / D Oglesby
Greeters J Jones / P Miller JJones /P Miller D /D Hackerd D / D Hackerd
Acolytes Communion K/ C Mills T/ K Houser M / K Houser
Nursery T Bluemke / K Crow C / B Mcllrath J Miller / M Houser M/ T Houser
P A System B Jones B Jones D Houser D Houser
Screen Prepare B Ruch D Houser M Hufford M Houser
Screen Present B Ruch D Houser M Hufford M Houser
Geo Prayer J Jones C Coffin L Sandos J Sandos
Prayer Partner J Jones C Coffin L Sandos J Sandos
Cookies S Miller P Kamstra J Miller L McMains

Instructions are available. If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a replacement and call the church office at 765-379-2801. Thanks!

ROSSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Sermon Titles and Topics, July 2010

July 4

Lectionary for the Lord’s Day 2 Kings 5:1-14; Psalm 30; Galatians 6:(1-6) 7-16; Luke 10:1-11, 16-20
Text: Luke 10:1-11, 16-20

Title: Dependence Day

Main Idea: On this Independence Day, let us remember to depend on God and to let God depend on us.

July 11

Lectionary for the Lord’s Day = Amos 7:7-17; Psalm 82; Colossians 1:1-14; Luke 10:25-37

Text: Colossians 1:1-14

Title: Get Your Transfer Here

Main Idea: Paul talks about how God has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the
kingdom of his beloved Son.

July 18

Lectionary for the Lord’s Day Amos 8:1-12; Psalm 52; Colossians 1:15-28; Luke 10:38-42

Text: Colossians 1:15-28

Title: The Power of a Song

Main ldea: Paul chose a song to battle false teachers at Colossae. And what a great song it is! It boldly pro-
claims the truth about Jesus.

July 25

Lectionary for the Lord’s Day Hosea 1:2-10; Psalm 85; Colossians 2:6-15 (16-19); Luke 11:1-13

Text: Colossians 2:6-15

Title: Calendars and Checkbooks

Main Idea: Paul encourages us to live our lives in Christ. The NRSV translates it as, “live your lives in him.”
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Mike Hufford, Chair
Charlie Beard

Phyllis Hodson-Hutsell
Doug Houser

Michele Houser

Josh Hufford

Justin Hufford

Bert Ruch

Don Wallace
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way, the recipients will receive their email saying that you sent it to Undisclosed Recipients.

Those Annoying ‘Forwards’

If you receive emails that have been forwarded several times, you
know how annoying it can be.

You NEED to remove all of the information that is a  t the top of
emails when you get them if you are going to forwar  d them ...
you know, the email addresses of who sent them to you and the
email addresses of the ones they send them to and so on and so
on ... YOU CAN DO THIS BY CLICKING ON FORWARD THEN
HIGHLIGHTING AND DELETING OR BACKSPACING TO RE-
MOVE THIS INFORMATION ... IT WORKS!

Also, when you add the names at the top of your email, don't put
them in the To: line or the Cc: line ... put them in the Bcc: line. This
If you do not

have a Bcc: line on your email page, get someone to show you how to get it there. All computers have this
feature. To add a Bcc line to a new message: Open a new message as if you were going to send a new mes-

sage, click on view (at the top) then click

on All Headers and the Bcc line should be there....just that simple.

Lastly: Email petitions are NOT acceptable to Congress or any other organization - i.e. social security, etc.

To be acceptable, petitions must have a

'signed signature” and full address of the person signing the petition,

so this is a waste of time and you are just helping the email trackers.

If you have any questions about any of the above, see a tech team member.

Helping our fellowman is the rent

are tiny matters
compared to what lies within
Ralph Waldo Emerson

What lies behind us and what lies before us

for the space we occupy on this earth ---
the more rent you pay the greater will be
your happiness and joy in living.

us.
Anonymous

any good therefore that | can do
to any fellow creature,
let me do it now.
Let me not defer or neglect it,

Etienne de Grellet

| expect to pass this way but once;

or any kindness that | can show

for | shall not pass this way again.

Look to this day
for it is life
the very life of life
In its brief course lie all
the realities and truths of existence
the joy of growth
the splendor of action
the glory of power

For yesterday is but a memory
And tomorrow is only a vision
But today well lived
makes every yesterday a memory

Phillips Brooks

Be such a man, and live such a life,
that if every man were such as you,
the earth would be God’s paradise.

of happiness
and every tomorrow a vision of hope
Look well, therefore, to this day!
Ancient Sanskrit Poem




MILNER QUILT PROJECT

Monday, June 14™, marked the beginning of the Milner Quilt Project. The goal was to stitch together 85
quilts to share with the residents of Milner Nursing Home, so that we would be able to share God'’s love for
them and help to keep them warm.

Volunteers from ages 7 — 92 (and every age in between) showed up to do their part. We even had a few
children of Rainbow Connection staff members join us. Some people pressed fabric, cut fabric, sewed, re-
threaded machines, made fabric sandwiches, the endless lint rolling, and so on. There was something for
everyone to do. Some even learned how to sew for the very first time. How exciting!

85 quilts  (x) 30 pieces of fabric for the front
(x) 30 pieces of fabric for the back
(x) 30 pieces of flannel for the middle
7650 squares of fabric, untold yards of thread, and endless hours of work and fellowship.

We also opened up the sewing sessions in the evening so that those who work during the day would
have an opportunity to make a quilt. Most nights the church lights finally went out at 10:30. That's dedica-
tion.

Constant chatter and the hum of sewing machines could be heard all day with the occasional “Where’s
the seam ripper”. The last quilt was stitched Monday evening around 9 pm. Praise God.

A reception is being planned with Milner Nursing Home so that we can personally hand out the quilts.
We will pass along that information once the date is set. We hope you will be able to join us.

Each quilt will have a label that says “Rossville Presbyterian Church, Helping with a heart, Spreading
God’s love to you.” Each quilt will be personally signed by the person who quilted it.

As you can tell, this was no small project. It took many, many people to make this hudge from God a re-
ality. God bless all who donated sewing machines, fabric, talent, money, snacks, and encouragement. A
special thanks is extended to the Session and Mission/Evangelism Committee for financial support of this
project. May God also bless the residents of Milner’s with these gifts of love.

More pictures can be found at www.rossvillepresby.org . Click on “photos” and you will find the Milner
Quilt project album there. Enjoy.

MILNER QUILT PROJECT PHOTOGRAPHS
(next page)

Marcia Eller, Courtney (from Mississippi) 6 Mckenna Hufford, Taylor Houser
Kennedy Houser Cindy Perkins, Cheryl Mcllrath
Kay Everett 7 Arlene Mikesell, Maryalice Skiles
K T Roth and Dinah Hackerd 8 Ken Miller

Wrena Hufford, Kathryn Hollingsworth 9 Payton Hutsell, Jennifer Chaney
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Rossville Presbyterian Church
5434 W State Rd 26, Rossville IN 46065
765-379-2801

www.rossvillepresby.org
rpc@rossvillepresby.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

ROSSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Sunday School: 9:00A  Fellowship: 9:45A Worship: 10:15A

Pastor: Rev John Everett

Clerk of Session: Phyllis Hodson-Hutsell
Office Administrator:  Polly Merrick
Christian Education:  Cheryl Mcllrath
Fellowship: Ron and Linda McMains
Finance & Stewardship: Joe Hufford
Member Care: Bill Ruch

Mission & Evangelism: Jim Perkins
Property & Maintenance: Charlie Beard & Dick Hackerd
Worship: Jan Sandos

Tech Team: Mike Hufford

Parish Nurse: Jan Sandos

Event Coordinator: Ken Miller
Custodian: Tracy Fife

Rev John Everett

311 N Gaddis St

Rossville IN 46065
765-379-3653
revev@rossvillepresby.org




